
 
 

Light in the Darkness 

A D V E N T     
P R A Y E R  
F O C U S  

 

Amen.  
Come,  

Lord Jesus. 
 

Revelation 22: 20   
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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.    Psalm 119:105 

S P E C I A L  
P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T  

 

Dear Friends,  
 

In Paul`s second letter to the Corinthians chapter 12 verse 9 he wrote about God`s 
power being made perfect in weakness and this is what I love about the meaning of 
Christmas; that God showed His love for the world by being born as a baby, by being 
born as something helpless, reliant on the love and goodness of his parents. In our world 
we often think of power in terms of military might or monetary strength but in God`s 

Kingdom we witness something 
vastly different. God turns our 
understanding of what power is 
on its head. In God, through the 
birth and life of Jesus, we come 
to understand that His power is 
built on love, and it isn’t the kind 
of power that manipulates or 
seeks to control but, instead, 
seeks to nourish and grow.  

In this I find great hope and 
encouragement, in this I find a 
sense of liberation and freedom 
that the world simply cannot 
give, and this is what Christmas 
is about.  

 

We are liberated by God through Jesus whose power was made perfect in weakness.  
 

May your Christmas be a blessed one and your New Year be filled with much joy. 
 

    Much love,     

   Peter (Rev. Peter Bluett)  

 

Our gifts to others ... 
Over 200 shoeboxes were filled by  Newhaven Church and 
community this year - with lots of extra things left over which 
will be put into boxes at the warehouse.  The boxes will be 
made ready for transportation to Belarus in  
mid December.  It was our best year total  
so far  - thank you to everyone involved  
for all their effort.. 
 

Louisa McKenzie 



P A G E  2  

 
 
 
 

Remind us to be 
merciful.  

Break our hearts, 
Lord, so that we share 

your compassion. 
Move through us, 
your church, Lord,  

to serve people living 
in poverty  

and those who are 
downtrodden.  

 

Lord, teach us to pray 
for those in greatest 
need and strengthen 

us by your Spirit  
to reach out, 

together,  
across the world,  

to be the hands and 
feet  

of Jesus on earth. 
Amen. 

The Haven Centre 

Growth Groups 
Thank you to all who came along to 
share your views with the Education 
Group at the get together in 
September. 
 

It was indeed a wonderful opportunity to 
join together in worship and share ideas 
with one another.  We became very 
aware that God has used the growth 
groups to provide wisdom, fellowship and 
many blessings to those who take part, 
and also to the wider congregation. A 
total of 21 questionnaires were 
completed, out of which an 
overwhelming majority indicated that 
they wish that each growth group 

continues to choose its own study material. 
There was also a desire from groups to 
know what others are studying and share 
thoughts on it. 
 

A special thanks to our two speakers, Lesley
-Anne Weir and Janis Merry, whose 
openness and words each highlighted the 
good reason to be part of a group. A 
number of people have already said that they 
would like to join a group and we are hoping 
that we can get them started in groups in the 
New Year.  So, if you are reading this and 
have been thinking of joining a group there’s 
no better time to do it – please get in touch 
with Lynn MacNeill or Jeanette Meek. 

Lynn MacNeill 

 

Christmas at The Haven 
We will be celebrating Christmas on 14th 
December with a favourite entertainer, 
George Banks, followed by a soup etc 
lunch. We will close on 21st and 28th 
December and open again on 4th January. 
A huge thank you to all our volunteers and 
committee for making it possible each 
week to open as The Haven Centre. 
 

Art in the Café  
The Haven Art Group will be exhibiting 
paintings in the cafe area as from 1st Dec. 
Should anyone else wish to display any of 
their art work, please see me to arrange 
this. The paintings will be displayed on a 
regular basis unless the space is required by 
anyone else. We all hope you enjoy the art. 

Eileen Tait 

H A R B O U R  L I G H T S  

 

Meditation  
[from Tearfund Prayerdiary, 

25th Dec., 2011] 

Father God,  
the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ draws us 

to kneel,  
to wonder at heaven 

dwelling on earth:  
he came to live among 

the poor and 
marginalized  

to live as one of us, 
your creation.  

 

We glorify you, Lord, 
our souls rejoice in you:  

you are our God and 
Saviour.  

You fill hungry people 
with good things  

and send the rich away 
empty.  

Pre Christmas Celebration -  
Tuesday 6th December at 7pm 

Come along and enjoy a musical evening of 
Traditional Christmas Carols, Favourite 
Christmas Songs and amusing Christmas 
Monologues. 
This will be an evening for all ages to enjoy 
together and warm Christmas pies will be 
served before your homeward journey. 

Louisa McKenzie 

Guild 

Money Matters 

The Global Poverty Prayer Movement unites 
Christians and local churches all over the world 
in the One Voice week of prayer about global 
poverty - 26th February to 4th March 2012.  

Reflect. Pray. Act.  
Let us reflect on a world scarred by poverty 
that cripples lives by the million. Let us be 
ready to pray and act to challenge injustice. 
 

See www.tearfund.org/onevoice for more info. 

In the straightened times we live in, finance 
plays an important part in our lives – both at 
home and in our church.  We are blessed with 
people in Newhaven who value the work we 
do in the name of God’s kingdom.  I would like 
to take the opportunity to thank you all for all 
your help and support.  As you may have 
realised, Nick moved on during the summer 
and I’ve taken on the (temporary) role of 
Treasurer.  I’m currently working my way 
through our accounts and preparing them for 
year end.  After the turn of year I should have 
more information on our balances so watch 
this space.  In the meantime if anyone has any 
questions about Newhaven’s finance feel free 
to either email – treasurer@n-c.org.uk – or to 
see myself or Alister Greig.  Many thanks for 
your help and support. 

Shona Adam 

One Voice 

mailto:treasurer@n-c.org.uk


CHRIST - Luke 2:11 
“Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord!” 
 

HOPE - 1 Peter 1:3 
“Praise be to the God and father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 

REDEMPTION - Ephesians 1:7 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace.” 
 

INHERITANCE - Ephesians 1 : 18 
“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the saints.” 
 

SALVATION - Acts 4:12 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved.” 
 

TRUTH - John 14:6 
“Jesus answered ‘I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” 
 

MERCY - Ephesians 2:4 
“But because of his great love for us, God, 
who is rich in mercy … made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in 
transgression - it is by grace you have been 
saved.” 
 

ANSWER - Jeremiah 33:3 
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 
great and unsearchable things you do not 
know.” 
 

SATISFY - Psalm 90:14 
“Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing 
love that we may sing for joy and be glad all 
our days.” 
 

Have a great Christmas and a blessed New 
Year!!  

[from UCB Word for Today] 
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Mission & Outreach  
 

Mission & Outreach Group Not responsible for 
Outreach!!  

 

Yes that is correct. We all are !!   
 

It is easy to see outreach as the job of others, the minister, 
elders, out reach group, anyone but me.  However the Bible 
sees it as all our responsibilities. If we limit it to others, think 
how limited the effect will be. If we all take seriously our 
calling to be the people of God where we live, socialise, work 
and interact with people, what a difference we could all make.  
 

We are all called to be God's people.  Paul told the Corinthian 
church to be the aroma of Christ where they lived. That is our 
calling too. We thought of how we might involve others in the 
Shoeboxes and as we now move up to Christmas, why not 
involve others in the Christmas celebrations.  
 

Why not take the plunge and ask God to show you how he 
might use you with your contacts? Then look to see what 
opportunities He gives you. Try it and share it and lets hope it 
becomes infectious! 

 John Hodge 

On the fifth day before Christmas  
ASDA shoppers brought to me, 

Five tins of beans,  
Four jars of jam,  

Three packs of biscuits,  
Two jars of coffee  

and a Chocolate Santa  ‘specially for me !! 
 
Yes, its carol singing at ASDA again but with a 
difference!! We are going to encourage shoppers to 
donate a tin and then we will arrange for the food to 
be given to those in need - if possible, within our 
parish. We are hoping to be joined by North Leith 
Church and we will make sure that those in their 
parish also benefit.  
 

This year if the weather is poor ASDA have offered 
us a space within the store. We will sing between 
6.30 and 7.30 and then adjourn to the church for 
soup. 
 

The aim is to bring some cheer and perhaps even 
song to those with very little, to bring something of 
the true Christmas message to those shopping and to 
hand out leaflets with our Christmas services on. 
True Mission and service. 
 

Why not come and join us –  
Tuesday 20th December at 6.30pm. 

What Christmas is all about! 

 



  
 

 

The next Harbour Lights will be 
the spring issue, covering March to 
May [copy deadline Sunday 12th 
February].  Please contact the Editor, 
Elaine Greig, at editor@n-c.org.uk 
should you wish to contribute to the 
next issue. 

 

  Newhaven Church of Scotland 
  7 Craighall Road 
  Edinburgh  EH6 4ND 
  Phone: 0131 476 5212 (Minister) 
  Email: enquiries@n-c.org.uk 
  Website: www.n-c.org.uk 
  Charity No. SC019117 

Committed to Serving Christ, 
each other, and the Community 

Kirk Session News 
We welcome John and 

Christine Hodge onto the Session. 
John and Christine were Elders in 
their previous church and, after having 
been worshipping with us for a year 
and a half, they accepted our invitation 
to join the Session here in Newhaven. 
 

In September the Session discussed 
the issue of same sex relationships 
and the ordained ministry – a subject 
which most of you will know is being 
debated throughout the Church of 
Scotland. The Session wishes to keep 
the Congregation informed as to the 
debate both at national church level 
and also within Newhaven Session. 
With this in mind, an article is 
inserted in this edition of Harbour 
Lights - or see me for a copy. 

 

Colin MacNeill  
Session Clerk 

There have been some recent changes 
to the Session to make you aware of. 

Lynsey Orbegozo has stepped  
down from active service as an Elder, 
to be able to devote more time to her 
young family. We hope that in time 
she will be able to take up this role 
again. 

After many years as an active 
Elder, Edna Davie has stepped down. 
We wish to record our thanks to 
Edna for her dedication, wisdom, 
prayers and guidance during these 
years.   

Nick Timmins has stepped 
down from his role as Treasurer and 
as an active Elder. We're grateful to 
Nick for all the work he put in to the 
Church's accounts in the last few 
years and wish him and Nancy God's 
blessings with Portobello Baptist 
Church. 

Newhaven Church 
Roll 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism: 
 

9th October - 
Emilia Isabella Barbirou,  
daughter of Ruth and Adam 
 

13th November -  
Thomas Martin, son of Deirdre 
and Hamish 
 
Death: 
 

29th October -  
Mrs Catherine Grant 
 
Left by Certificate of  
Transference: 
 

Nancy and Nick Timmins 
 
 

         ***** 
 

Congratulations  
to Mr Jimmy McGibbon  

and to Mrs Marion Fraser 
who celebrated 90th Birthdays 

recently. 

Editor:  
Elaine Greig editor@n-c.org.uk 

Come and join us!  
Christmas Eve - Sat 24th Dec.        Christmas Day - Sun 25th Dec. 
     7pm          Family Service                           10am   Family Service 
     11.15pm   Mince pies                          A short informal service with an  
     11.30pm   Watchnight Service        opportunity for young (and old) to show  
             the gifts they received. 

***** 

Every Sunday at 10.30am 
2nd and last Sundays of each month at 7pm 

 

  

 The Lord is my light, I shall not be in dark. 
 He lights up the whole of my life. 
 He rekindles the fire in my heart. 
 His light is like a luminescent compass for 
    my journey. 
 Even though I walk through the dark alleys, 
          I will not worry for you are with me. 
 For your light and warmth comfort me. 
 You make the sun’s rays shine upon me for 
            all to witness. 

He pours light into my heart which overflows out of my fingers and my toes. 
His awesome light will stay with me forever. 
 

- version of Psalm 23, written by Lighten Up, 2011  

Psalm 23 
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