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Haven and the youngsters from the BB's.    

I am always thrilled to see the dedication in 
all the people who take responsibility for 

these endeavours. At times we know they 
face challenges, both financially and on the 

personnel front, but they are like beacons 
of light in Newhaven. They always serve as 

a reminder to me of two important things - 
first, that people matter more than anything 

else in the kingdom of God and second, 
that we are always called to put our trust in 

God, especially 
when the going 

seems difficult and 
the way ahead isn't 

always clear. 
 

There are many 

more things that 
take place at 

Newhaven and 
there are many 

people, too many 
to name, who give 

of themselves each 
week, and their 

love and kindness 
and expertise is 

greatly 
appreciated. It's one of the things I love 
about the people of this place - their 

willingness to get stuck in. In fact, I believe 
at times the only reason people are 

sometimes reluctant to get involved with 
one thing or another is because they 

already have too much on their plates. 
Sometimes it seems as if things happen by 

magic but we know they do not and it's 
important for us to acknowledge that each 

chair stacked and each cup of tea poured 
and each bouquet of flowers delivered and 

each prayer written - the list could go on 
and on - is nothing less than love being 

shared by people who love those around 
them, just as Jesus taught. 
 

Dear Friends 
 

I found 2016 to be a year of mixed 
emotions. As I've spoken to people in the 

congregation and just in passing, I have 
realised that many felt the same way. There 

were important decisions made in the life 
of our country with unexpected outcomes 

and further afield, in the US, what no one 
expected to happen came to pass. It taught 

me that no one can accurately predict the 
future, not even the experts. There was 
also an abundance of celebrity 

deaths. Every week it seemed 
like a well-known person died.  
 

In our church family we said sad 

farewells to a number of 
beloved members. In a small 

congregation where people 
have known each for a long 

time it is especially tough. I 
often think of our loved ones 
on a Sunday morning when I 

see the places where they sat. 
Of course, we rejoice that they 

have gone to be with God but 
we miss their presence and 

their company and all they gave 
to us at Newhaven. 
 

In terms of the rest of the life of the church 

we have continued to serve God by serving 
Christ and our community. Cassie, 

especially, has done a lot of work in our 
schools and with the youngsters in our 
church, organising times for them to meet 

and ensuring they are fed, not with pizzas 
alone but also with the teachings of the 

Bible. A lot of what Cassie does in our 
schools often goes unseen yet she is 

diligently building relationships with the 
children, which has been great to witness. 
 

Our usual points of outreach have done 

well in the way they have served people - 
from the Toddlers, to the Café, to the 
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 As your minister I have loved serving you and I am very 

grateful for your love and support. I cannot express in 
words how much the people of Newhaven mean to 

me. I think about "my" congregation and keep you in 
my prayers every day whether I am at home or away, 

and my thoughts are always filled with great fondness. I 
have also greatly enjoyed teaching on Sundays and am 

looking forward to doing so in 2017. In 2016 we spent 
much time considering God as a Community.  In 2017, 

I am looking forward to considering why the Church 
can make a difference in the world. I would also like to 

thank the Session of this church. We have a great 
group of people on the Session and they have the best 

interests of this congregation at heart. I am blessed to 
have them and we, as a church, are blessed to be 

guided by their warmth and love and wisdom. 
 

Please enjoy the reports. I haven't gone into any detail 

with regard to all that happens at Newhaven because 
everything is in the reports. I always find them a good 

read because they are never dry and dusty. 
 

Last, as we look ahead we will see that for various reasons 

our offerings have taken a dip. As I have written, we will 
put our trust in God for such things, but it is something 

we will have to be aware of and consider carefully as a 
Session and as a church as the year unfolds. 
 

"He has told you, O mortal, what is good;  

and what does the Lord require of you  

but to do justice,  

and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God."  

Micah 6:8 
 
 

May we do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
God, never being fearful or fretting but always putting our 

trust in the one who brought all things into being, 
following the way of Jesus, the one who came into this 
world full of grace and truth. 
 

Much love 

Peter 

       Statistical Return as at 31st December 2016  
 

  Opening Roll: 158 
 

  Added by Profession:  0     Removed by Death:          7 

  Added by Resolution:  1     Removed by Certificate:   0 

  Added by Certificate:  1     Removed by Resolution:   0 
 

  Closing Roll:  153 

 
Elaine Greig 

Roll Keeper’s Report 
A Statistical Return is required to be sent to the 

Church of Scotland at the end of each calendar year. It 
is a sort of annual census and it helps to provide a 

national overview of the make-up of the Church of 
Scotland. 
 

“Joining the Church” has become a more flexible term 
in recent years and many people no longer see the need 

to make such a public commitment. However, it is not 
so much a commitment to the Church as making a 

commitment to Christ - professing faith in Christ and 
being part of the life and work of His Church at 

Newhaven.  
 

If you would like more information on what 
‘membership’ means and involves, please speak to the 

Minister.    
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Report from the Kirk Session 
 

2016 will be remembered in history for the result 

of a referendum in the UK, and the result of a 
presidential election in the US. These two events 

will have consequences, far beyond the two 
countries themselves, for years to come.              
 

In Newhaven Church the events of 2016 were perhaps 

more predictable, some might even say routine. On one 
level that is certainly true. You will read throughout this 

report of different aspects of our activities through the 
year. Nothing very surprising or revolutionary to report. 

Some things could be judged to be successful, and other 
perhaps less so, but no record breaking achievements or 

spectacular failures. 
 

If we cast our gaze back over a longer period, however, 
we might be able to see trends which don't necessarily 

show up when we look at a single year. 
 

The change in church attendance We have noted 

(and I wrote about this in Harbour Lights through the 
year) that while our congregation on a normal Sunday 

seems a little lower than it was, say, two or three years 
ago, there is a marked increase in attendance for special 

services, such as Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and of 
course Christmas. Does it reflect a 

greater interest in Christian festivals 
specifically? Or a more general 

yearning amongst those in our 
community, particularly those with 
families, to be part of a formal group at 

these times of celebration, thanksgiving 
and reflection? I'm not sure we 

particularly know the answer to that, 
but we still give thanks for these 

people joining us for these events. Of 
course, it also influences how we plan our year and 

prepare for these events, so that we can engage with, 
and serve, our community and share God's love with 

them. 
 

The change in our children's groups  We can also 
see a similar change in attendance at our Sunday morning 
children's groups. As well as the families and children 

who come very regularly, there are those who come less 
frequently, but still will come and join us several times a 

year. Our children's leaders are good at planning for this, 
but in itself this highlights a challenge, which is that over 

recent years, the number of leaders involved in this 
children's work at Newhaven has dropped quite 

significantly. This will continue to be a challenge for us, 
and we hope that all of the Congregation will engage 

with us as we pray and ask God for guidance. 
 

Youth worker  We cannot talk about children and 

youth work at Newhaven, however, without 
acknowledging the huge impact and effort of Cassie 

Abousamak, our Youth Worker, who works part time 
for us at Newhaven and part time for Scripture Union. 

Cassie has been building strong relationships with our 

older primary school and secondary school children 

with things such as Bible Breakfasts on Sunday 
mornings, a Youth Alpha course that's running at the 

moment and Pizza and Pudding afternoons once a 
month – and of course just generally hanging out with 

the kids and getting involved in our regular groups, 
holiday clubs, camps and Christmas Extravaganza.  As 

we approach the third and final year of our agreed joint 
venture with SU to employ Cassie as our Youth 

Worker, the Kirk Session will be reflecting on all these 
things, giving thanks for what has been achieved and for 

those who have given financial and other support to 
allow us to employ Cassie, and praying for guidance as 

to what to do beyond the third year. 
 

The importance of non-worship activities  Having 

recently celebrated and looked back over the 10 years 
in our redeveloped buildings, the importance of our 

non-worship activities becomes obvious.  These 
activities, such as our Café, the Haven, our Toddlers' 

Group and Boys' Brigade are right at the heart of our 
ministry, just as much as anything we get up to on a 

Sunday morning. Our mission statement throughout 
those 10 years has been "to serve Christ, each other 

and our community".  These three elements (Christ, 
each other and our community) are not separate from 

each other. Rather they inform all that we do as a 
Church.  In running our Café we are not just serving 

our community. Through the Café we truly serve 
Christ and each other as well! And it's the same with 

everything else we do. As Jesus told his disciples 
"whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me." (Matt 25:40) 
 

As we look back, Jesus' words remind us that, behind 

the big picture trends in our fellowship and community, 
lie individual's lives and stories.  The joys and sorrows, 

failures and successes that we all experience – these 
come with being human, and in Jesus we have a model 

and example to follow of how to serve each other and 
our community – with humility and love. 
 

Someone who was a humble servant of our Church was 
Bill Oliver, who passed away at the end of the year. For 

as long as anyone on the Kirk Session could remember, 
Bill had been the Fabric Convener of Newhaven 

Church. He served quietly, faithfully and ever so 
effectively. He will be greatly missed. 
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Finance and Stewardship 

 

 Gift Aid – as usual we need to make sure that 

 folk we are claiming gift aid for, still pay tax. To 
 this end we will write and confirm things.  Again, if 
 you haven’t completed a gift aid mandate, and 

 would like to do so, please see me. 
 

Can I finish, with thanking you all, on behalf of the finance 
team, for all the support you have given us over the last 

year.  These are challenging times, but with your help, 
Newhaven can move from strength to strength. 

 
Alister Greig 

Finance Convenor 
Email: bowtow@btinternet.com 

 
 
If you have any queries about either Newhaven’s finances 

or the work of the Finance Group generally please feel 
free to contact any member of the Group:  
 

 Alister Greig (Convenor) 
 Shona Adam (Treasurer) 

 Catherine Lighterness 
 Janis Merry  

 Hugh McDiarmid  
 Emma Masson 
 

Looking back to 2016, the accounts for Newhaven 

Church can be found in a separate report. If you can’t 
find a copy please email me at the address below and I’ll 

get one sent out. Alternatively catch me on a Sunday 
morning. The details on how we are doing financially I 

very much leave to our Treasurer, Shona, but to briefly 
summarise: 
 

 Income has dropped by around £7,776 for the 

 year. This is partly due to folk reassessing what 
 they can give, and partly because a few folk have 

 moved on. Gift Aid income has also dropped as a 
 result of decreased giving. 
 

 Expenditure has remained very much in line 

 with what it was in 2015 but we have managed to 
 offset some of this expenditure against income 

 held on our behalf at 121. This has meant the 
 amount we needed has fallen slightly, which, in 

 turn, helps with the decrease in income. 
 

Moving ahead we have seen a drop in income over the 

last few years. I suspect we may see another drop in 
2017 as our own personal income gets squeezed even 

further unfortunately. I am, however, always grateful for 
the offerings we get. If you can reassess things, please do 

so - any increase, no matter how large or how small, is 
always welcome.  

 

Looking ahead to 2017 the main financial events I see 

are: 
 

 Move of banks – we continue to work at moving 

 the bulk of our accounts from the RBS to the BoS.  
 Some of you may well have direct debits set up 

 with the RBS – if that is the case we will be 
 writing to you with a view to getting this changed.  

 There is no rush, it can be done when time suits.  
 At this stage if you don’t have a direct debit set

 up, but would like to know more, feel free to see/
 email me. 

 

 

A final word 
 

This will be the last Annual Report that I contribute to 

as Session Clerk as I am stepping down from this role at 
the end of March 2017.  It has been a role which I have 

been very blessed to have carried out over the last six 
years. Not the least of those blessings is to have been 

given a privileged glimpse into how God works through 
the people in and around Newhaven Church, much of 

which is done quietly and without the wider 
Congregation knowing it goes on. 
 

The Kirk Session has asked John Hodge to become 
Session Clerk and I am very pleased that he has 

accepted. We also see Lesley-Anne Weir taking on the 

role of Church Secretary, and this reflects the ever 
increasing importance of communication amongst and 

outside of our fellowship. I have no doubt that both John 
and Lesley-Anne will serve Newhaven Church, and its 

Kirk Session, faithfully and lovingly. I hope that the 
Congregation will support both John and Lesley-Anne 

and uphold them in prayer, as I know you have done for 
me. 

 

Colin MacNeill 
Session Clerk  

 

mailto:bowtow@btinternet.com
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Fabric Report 

 
Manse: 

The only work carried out at the Manse was the annual 
service of the central heating system which identified 

potential problems with regards to sourcing 
replacement parts for an old boiler therefore it was 

agreed by session that the boiler be replaced.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Minister, the Session, the Hall Convenor and Fabric 

Working Group for their support during this last year 
but most of all to remember and give thanks for Bill 

Oliver for his many, many years service as Fabric 
Convenor and his commitment and dedication in making 

sure the Church and associated buildings were kept well 
maintained.  

 
Please continue to pray for God’s blessings and pray 
that there will always be the finances available to 

continue the work in Newhaven Church. 
 

Jeanette Meek  
On behalf the Fabric Working Group. 

 
 

Like all buildings there is always some sort of maintenance 

work needing done and the Church is no different. We 
give thanks that there have been no major issues or 

emergencies and pray that this will continue. 
 

Church: 

1. We have had the usual servicing and maintenance of 

the boiler, water pressure system, fire alarm, security 

system and fire extinguishers. 

2. Podium which forms the Chancel floor repaired. 

3. Cooker repaired as a result of damage during hall let. 

4. Vacuum cleaner fitted with a new flex. 

5. Floor bolt at door leading to hall replaced, damaged 

during hall let. 

6. Structural joinery work carried out in both the Male 

and Female toilets this has strengthened the framework 

behind toilet bowls which seems to have eliminated the 
cause of water leakage. 

7. Blockage to Gents toilets cleared on three occasions. 

8. Rear door handle refitted. 

9. Protector pads replaced on Cafe chairs. 

10. Kitchen Insect-o-Cuter repaired. 

11. In September we contracted a Lamp replacement 

company who replaced all dud bulbs; in future they will 
attend and replace lamps when five replacements are 

required. 
A1 Pest Services continue to report no infestation. 
 

Other Church Working Groups 
 

 

 

Communications Group 
 

 

The group’s membership comprises Susan Edwards, Elaine 
Greig and John Hodge. We have met several times over 

the past year to plan and develop various communications 
to support the church in its commitment to serve Christ, 

each other and the community. Some of the 
communications we have developed/ facilitated include: 
 

 Harbour Lights 
 Church Intimations 

 Website 
 Uploading Sermons 

 Social media 
 Annual report 

 Communications for Church events, working  
            groups and Christian Festivals 
 

The big exciting piece of work we did this year was the 

Communication Survey in March. We would like to thank 
all of you who completed the Survey and gave us 

invaluable feedback. The great news is that you like the 
things we do like Harbour lights, the Annual Report and 

the Prayer Calendar but you also gave us some ideas on 

how to improve communication in the Church which 
we are going to take on board.   
 

I'd like thank those that have contributed to the working 
group, and all of you who have helped with the Church's 
communications over the past year. In June this year I 

was finding it increasingly difficult to give the time that 
was needed to the Communications group and I decided 

to step back from the Communication Group. I am very 
happy to report that Lesley-Anne Weir is going to 

replace me on the group. I know that you will support 
her in this role. 
 

If you are interested in helping or joining the 

Communication Group then please see Lesley-Anne, 
John or Elaine. 
 

If you have anything that you would like support from 
the group, or would like to find out more, then please 
get in touch with any of the group members. 
 

Susan Edwards 



 6 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall strategy 
 

The group took time this year to consider the need for 
an overall strategy.  Were we just organising events or 

were we fulfilling the great commission to go and make 
disciples? There was a feeling that we had lost our 
confidence in our ability to communicate the gospel. 

There was a fear that if we approached people about our 
faith we might put them off and destroy friendships.  
 

Talking Jesus Conference 
 

Six of us from the church attended this excellent day 

conference in Edinburgh. There was presented to us the 
results of various surveys which actually showed that 1 in 

5 people wanted to find out more about Christianity and 
were interested in entering a dialogue. A fuller report 

will appear in Harbour Lights. In many ways the 
conference answered some of the questions which we 

raised earlier. Peter in a recent sermon illustrated some 
of the opportunities that have come his way to share the 

gospel. 
 

Invitations to services 
 

Returning from the conference it was encouraging how 
folk did take to inviting friends and neighbours to the 

Remembrance service. We also found that many 
responded to the Christmas Invitation which were 

distributed round the parish.  We are finding that folk do 
turn out for special services. Let us take the opportunity 
to invite them.  
 

Events 
 

What is now becoming the usual events all took place.  

There was the Inflatables day in March when a large 
number of children took part.  We had the Christmas 

Extravaganza where again about 64 children heard the 
Christmas story in an actioned packed morning. We are 

hoping to build on these events and an Easter Monday 
follow up to the holiday club is planned. Cassie will give 

further details in her report.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alpha 
 

We feel that the time may 
be coming when we should 

run another Alpha course. 
The course has been 
considerably reworked and 

improved. We would want 
to run it at a time to suit 

those who want to attend. If 
you are interested please 

contact Alastair Sutherland 
or John Hodge.  
 
 

Youth Worker 
 

Cassie will report separately. It has not been an easy 
year in many ways but a lot has been achieved. As a 
result of our church’s contacts (including SU group at 

Trinity) 22 children from this area will be going to the 
SU weekend at Lendrickmuir. We are looking to 

continue the partnership with SU and hope to raise 
support for it.  
 

Prayer 
 

We are again going to be organising prayer stations 

for Good Friday. This will be new for some and may 
not appeal to everyone.  Do come and try and see if it 

is helpful for you. Prayer is essential for everything we 
do. Please pray about our work, about how God 

could use you to introduce others to Jesus and how 
we as a church may fulfil our mission to make 

disciples.  
 

John Hodge 

 

Mission and Outreach Group (MOG)  
 
 

To enable the people of God to be the people of God. 

http://n-c.org.uk/
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 ministry without you. For our faithful band of flower 

distributors, many, many thanks - may you each be 
blessed as you carry out this task as you are definitely 

being a means of blessing to others. Pauline and Marcus, 
who stepped down at the end of the year, thank you for 

your faithfulness in this regard. A warm welcome goes 
out to Irene Newall and Kirsty Comley who have 

stepped into the gaps. 
 

As in previous years, Christmas gifts were distributed 
on behalf of our fellowship to those who had difficult 

situations to cope with over the course of 2016. To the 
elders who delivered these gifts to recipients in their 

districts go our sincere thanks for helping out in this 
way. 
 

Our aim in the pastoral care group is always to do what 

we can to share Christ’s love and compassion. We rely 
on hearing from those in our fellowship about friends or 

family members who are ill or having a hard time in 
some other way. We are always conscious of the need 

to deal confidentially and sensitively with any 
information passed on to us. Peter is the main point of 

contact for matters of a pastoral nature but any member 
of the group may be contacted using our details below: 

Peter Bluett (476 5212), Heather Robertson (552 2047), 
Linda Brunton Bruce (467 2199) and Lesley-Anne Weir 

(07486 440234). 
                                                                                                 

Peter, Heather, Linda and Lesley-Anne 

Pastoral Care Group 
 
 

The membership of the group changed substantially in 

2016. In the spring we said goodbye to Audrey, to Marcus 
in September and to Edna at the end of the year. All will 
be greatly missed for their dedicated partnership in caring 

for the congregation. Marcus and Edna were founding 
members of the group back in 2009, Marcus as secretary 

and Edna taking responsibility for the flower ministry. 
Heather has taken over Marcus’s role and will be sharing 

the supervision of the flower distribution each week with 
our two new members, Lesley-Anne Weir and Linda 

Brunton Bruce, on a monthly rotating basis. 
 

Despite all the changes in personnel it has been a case of 
“business as usual” with the group meeting four times 

over the year, including the pastoral visitors at alternate 
meetings. We are thankful that Edna is happy to remain in 

a pastoral visitor capacity. 
 

“Business as usual” can only happen because of the help of 
a large number of people whose contributions to the job 

of caring we gratefully acknowledge. To our pastoral 
visitors, thank you for the love and concern you share 

with the frailest in our fellowship. A special thank you is 
due to Catherine Lighterness for all her service in this 

role, from which she has now stepped down. 
 

To Jen, who is so good at advertising the new flower 
calendar, go our heartfelt thanks, and to those who 

respond to her plea and put flowers in the vase on a 
Sunday, a very big thank you. There would be no flower 

 

 Worship Group                                                                      
 

Throughout 2016 we have continued to follow the 

pattern established over recent years of having All Age 
Services on the first Sunday of every month. These are 

opportunities for the whole Congregation to come 
together as one family for worship and fellowship over 
brunch afterwards. We have continued the theme from 

the previous year of looking at key figures from the Bible, 
and used exploration techniques to do so. For example, 

in looking at the disciple Peter in May, we explored the 
question "Who does God build the church on today?".  In 

June we looked at the apostle Paul and asked "What does 
transformation look like today?". We have been pleased 

that so many of the Congregation have become involved 
in these services, including many of our children regularly 

taking part in dramas and readings. We have also 
introduced the opportunities to break out into smaller 

groups to explore through craft, discussion, music and 
contemplation. 
 

As well as our regular monthly All Age Services, we have 
focussed on four special services, being Easter, Back to 

School with God, Harvest and Christmas. Each of these 

services had large numbers of families and children, 

many of whom are not regular churchgoers, but have 
connections with Newhaven Church through things 

such as the SU groups run in Victoria PS and Trinity 
Academy, our Toddlers' Groups or our Christmas 

Extravaganza or Inflatables Day. It is a wonderful feature 
of our Church and community that we have such 

numbers coming along on these occasions and we will 
continue to focus much prayer and effort on our 

worship at these times. 
 

The Worship Group (consisting of Peter Bluett, Cassie 

Abousamak, Christine Hodge, Jen Robertson, Charles 
Livingstone and Colin MacNeill) are very grateful for all 

those in the Congregation who contribute to our 
Sunday morning services through all the things that 

need to be done, such as setting out the chairs, bringing 
flowers, welcoming people, taking the collection, 

providing the music, serving the tea and coffee 
afterwards, putting the chairs away and even locking up 

once everyone has gone!  We pray that God will have 
blessed you through such service. 
 

Colin MacNeill 
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Growth Groups 

 
Groups meet fortnightly throughout the year, either in the 

church or in a member’s home. There are currently 6 
small groups with between 5 and 8 people in each. They 

take place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays at various times, mornings and evenings. The 

groups have gone back to selecting their own material 
after a trial last year where all groups studied the same 

material. 
 

A social evening was held in the church in March with 
around 20 people. It was a wonderful evening with 

fellowship, discussion and thanksgiving for the blessing that 
comes from being part of this type of group. One of the 

key things that came out of the evening was a desire from 
the groups to tell other people about all the good things 

that happen such as fellowship, a laugh, an opportunity to 
discuss difficult issues in a positive environment, people 

praying for you and God revealing himself more as he is 
sought. There was a desire to break down any barriers 

that might put new people off coming along. Despite the 
name ‘growth groups’ or ‘study groups’ the groups are 

quite the reverse of heavy or burdensome and are suitable 
for everyone. Of the 12 that joined last year, they are all 

still coming! There is never 

any pressure to talk if you 
prefer to listen.   
 

There is a quite a mix of 
things being studied at the 
moment across the different 

groups including Galatians, 
Acts, Proverbs, Daniel and 

from the Pilgrim series ‘The 
Bible’. 
 

A warm invitation to join is 

extended to anyone 
(whether new to Newhaven 

or old). At the moment each group has room to 
accommodate new people. Please encourage one another 

to come along. While you are having your cuppa after 
church perhaps you could ask each other who goes and 

find a group that you think might suit you. Full details of 
meeting times and places are available from Lynn MacNeill 

(0131 346 8293). 
 

Lynn MacNeill 
 

Pennies for Timothy  
   

This year so far, we have 
managed to collect £355.10 for 

Timothy Masasi. Timothy is 
seven years old and lives with 

his father and sister. We are 
hoping to be able to help 

& support him with the cost of 
h is  educat ion for the 

foreseeable future.   
 

As well as supporting Timothy, 
we also managed to send funds 

to help Stanley set up his own 
business selling fruit. Please 

continue to pray for success 
with this business for Stanley. 
 

Thanks must be given to all 
who faithfully hand me their 

bags of coin on a regular 
basis. Our pennies quickly add 

up and I hope we can continue 
to show our love and kindness 

in this small act of sharing. 
Please check the notice board 

for updates!  
 

Jackie Souness 
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Little Lights 
 

The Little Light children continue 

to thrive getting taller and 
smarter each week, they 

certainly keep us on our toes. At 
the beginning of 2016 we had 7 
children on our register who 

attended regularly however 
there are now 6 children as 

Amelia Barbirou graduated to 
join Lighthouse after the summer 

break. 
 

As usual we try to make the 
programme as varied as possible 

in order that the children are 
kept interested and have fun. The 

mornings programme includes a short time of welcome, 
story/lesson time, craft, snack and time permitting songs 

and games. 
 

This year our lessons have  included The Ten 
Commandments, Jesus Turns Water into Wine, 

Jesus the Healer, Jesus Feeds the 5000, The Kind 
Traveller, Follow in Jesus Foot Steps and Getting 

Ready for Jesus and much more.  
 

We try to have our activities/crafts reflect the lesson/story 
which at times can be challenging but fun, the children have 

made amongst other things caterpillars, footprint 
pictures, rainbow pictures, advent wreaths and 

made and decorated gift boxes for Christmas. If you 
ever visit the Little Lights room you will see some of the 

children’s handy work on the bulletin boards.  
 

The children’s favourite activities are using stickers, glue 
sticks, glitter and playing with the play doh, the messier the 

better. 
 

At the end of the Sunday school year the children were 
presented with their books and the Sunday before 

Christmas the children received their Christmas gifts. You 
can imagine these were accepted with great excitement. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to give a big thank you 

to all who help with the children. Without this committed, 
faithful and loving team of people it would be impossible to 

provide the support needed in caring for the children and 
teaching them God’s word. 
 

I would also like to thank the congregation for their 

continued encouragement, support and prayers. 
 

Please do feel free to come and visit us any Sunday to see 

what goes on in Little Lights or you may like to join our 
team. I am sure you would find it very rewarding and we 
are always looking for helpers. Please see myself, Jacqui 

Bain, or Janis Merry, who will only be to glad to tell you 
what is involved. 
 

 Jeanette Meek 
 

 

 

 
Lighthouse 
 

There has been a slight change made to the age 

range split of the children in groups over the last 
year. The Lighthouse group is now for children 

from P1-P4 and the narrower age bracket allows a 
lighter and more age appropriate style of teaching. 
The P5 children have joined with N-Lighten, 

allowing deeper studies, better suited to their age 
and stage.  
 

Within the Lighthouse group there are currently 6 
children on the role and out of which there are 2 
regulars. In spite of low numbers the enthusiasm of 

the group in learning more about God is fantastic. 
This term and last we have been working our way 

through a kind of timeline series which looks at 
God our creator, at His love for the whole world 

and His plan to save us through Jesus. This bible in a 
year series is being run across all primary ages and 

hopefully helps us to understand how the bible ‘fits 
together’ and more importantly the truths and 

promises of God and that he always was and still is 
with us.  
 

To do this, we delve into the children’s bibles (which 

you may have noticed sit alongside the red NIV bibles 
in the Lighthouse room). In addition to reading and 

listening to God’s word through the bible we play 
games- sometimes to help us understand a theme of a 

story or other times just for fun! The group also enjoy 
colouring in and craft activities and watching stories 

come alive on DVD (just one of the many wonderful 
resources that can be found in the Lighthouse 

cupboard). 
 

During the months of July and August all Primary aged 
children enjoyed Summer Lighthouse organised by Kate 

Aitchison and many helpers. Thank you to everyone 
involved in making that possible and allowing the 

regular teachers a break. 

 

We were sad to say goodbye to Vivienne Whyte who 

faithfully led lessons for a number of years and for 
which we would like to record our thanks to her and 

for all that she brought - including her lovely children 
and husband Richard who were all involved in the life 

of Newhaven. The number of adults helping across all 
the children’s groups has been diminishing. If you are 

enthusiastic about raising up the children in our midst 
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with a sure knowledge of our Father, the God of love, 

then please consider joining us. Extensive bible 
knowledge is not a key skill as we all enjoy learning 

together. Please speak to Cassie Abousamak or Lynn 
Macneill if you would like to find out more. 
 

“I pray for these followers.  

But I am also praying for all people  
who will believe in me because of their teaching’.  
 

(John 17:20 - International Children’s Bible) 
 

Lynn MacNeill 
 

N-lighten 

 

 

We have 6 children from P 5-7 (5 boys and 1 girl) on 

the register but on most Sundays we have a small group 
of 2-4 children. We have a good time together starting 
with an introductory game and moving onto the 

teaching. At the moment we have started going through 
the main stories of the bible and seeing how the stories 

join up.  
 

We are also eating our ways through the bible!  And 

each week we finish by icing a biscuit on the subject of 
the story that day.  
 

We have 5 children are coming on the Edinburgh SU 

weekend at the end of February which has now become 
a tradition in the church. It is a good weekend to have 

fun together, learn more about the bible and our 
relationship with God, and meet many other children 
from different churches and SU groups. There are all 

sorts of outdoor activities and crafts to enjoy too.  
 

Christine Hodge 
 

Lighten Up 
 

Our ministry for S1-S6 continues to develop. We have 

Sunday School Reports continued... 
grown to five young people regularly attending on 

Sundays. The year began with an encouraging youth survey 
that showed that our young people are happy to be 

incorporated into various aspects of church life and up for 
exploring their faith. In response to this survey, we also 

moved our P7s up to Lighten Up in April 2017. Lighten up 
is now referred to as Youth. We have 3-5 young people 

each Sunday; this is in spite of losing two families with 
secondary–aged children. Since the previous annual report 

we have studied people who have had encounters with 
Jesus, completed an Old Testament Overview from 

Creation to Joshua, and are currently going through the 
Youth Alpha Series. The young people and their families 

will have the opportunity to decide later this year whether 
or not they will choose to be confirmed into the faith 

their parents have raised them. 
 

We have also encouraged a weekly breakfast club and 
have added a monthly Pizza & Pudding social event for the 

young people to relax together, eat pizza, and hear a quick 
thought for the day over pudding. We hope that Pizza and 

Pudding will continue to grow in 2017 and will be seen as 
a safe space to invite friends and classmates into the 
church community.  
 

It would be amiss not to note some of the ways our young 
people have served the church and the wider world this 

year. In October, the young people, after meeting 
representatives for Tearfund at Soul Survivor Scotland in 
August, took greater ownership over the planning of the 

Tear Fund Big Bake which took on a British bake-off 
theme and raised £83.00 for Tearfund’s Yemen appeal. 

Our young people also played a significant part in the Leith 
Churches Holiday Club and Christmas Extravaganza as 

young helpers, actors, musicians, and great examples for 
the children who attended these activities.  
 

Cassie Abousamak 
 

Schools Ministry 
2016 has been a wonderful year to work with our local 

schools. At Victoria Primary, I have been assisted by 
members of Newhaven Church and  North Leith Parish 

Church and have delivered 4 religious observance 
assemblies; Christmas and Easter RME sessions for P6 

and P7; and Bible Alive with the P5 which takes children 
on a journey from Genesis through Revelation in seven 

interactive lessons, tied together with ten rhyme and sign 
couplets. 
 

Catherine and Colin participated in the Newhaven Gala 

in 2016, run by the school, and Peter led the 
Remembrance wreath laying ceremony in November. 

We were also able to begin a Scripture Union Group, 
which the children have called Lighthouse Learners, 

which is open to P4-P6 and currently serves 10 children 

who come regularly and with a lot of enthusiasm for 
exploring the Bible.  
 

Chatterboxes continue to go well at Trinity Primary, with 
a large number of faithful P7s, who are preparing for their 
annual weekend away with SU Scotland at Lendrick Muir. 

This year we also hosted our first study spaces time 
during the December prelim exams for Trinity Academy 

to the delight of the school. We hope to tweak the model 
used and offer something to the young people in S4-S6 

during exam leave as well. 
 

Cassie Abousamak 
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Chatterboxes  
Chatterboxes (the Scripture Union group at Trinity 

Primary) meets on a Friday after school for 50 minutes. 
We have a lively group of 15-12 boys and 3 girls from P6

-7. We have to our knowledge 5 children from Christian 
families and the remaining 10 children with no church 

background. It is encouraging that a lot of the children 
have brought their friends. The group continues to be 

led by Lynn and Christine and we have been joined by a 
2nd year pupil from Trinity 

Academy to help us. This boy used 
to come to Chatterboxes when he 
was in P5-7 so he already knows 

the ropes. He is going to be 
attending an SU training for pupil 

leaders with Cassie which he is 
very much looking forward to. 
 

We start each week with lively 

games in the school hall for 15 
minutes before going upstairs to a 

sma l l er  room fo r  snack , 
introductory game on the theme, 

bible teaching and discussion and 
sometimes a craft. A lot is 
squeezed into the 50 minutes. We 

have looked at “Transformation by the Holy Spirit” and 
are now looking at the “I am…”series looking at how 

Jesus described himself, hoping to encourage questions 
from the children. The group can be challenging at times 

but we have a great bunch of children. We have not 
recruited from P5 this year as we could not cope with 

bigger numbers. However after the summer term we will 
be left with only 2 boys and 2 girls. We have several 

younger siblings in next year’s P5 so hope to have them 
along, with their friends. 
 

Once again most of the children will be coming with us 
to the SU Edinburgh weekend at Lendrick Muir and both 

Lynn and Christine will be leaders at the weekend. We 
will also be taking most of the P5-7 children from the 

church. It is great to be able to offer this weekend to the 
children to let them see that other children also go to 

SU groups, to benefit from a weekend of teaching from 
other leaders, have fun and fellowship, and also to be 

introduced to the wider work of Scripture Union. We 
enjoy seeing the children in a different setting and having 

time to get to know them better.  
 

We would like to thank Trinity Primary for their help 

and support, the parents for their support and 
encouragement and also the Growth Group who 

regularly pray for us, as well as the church prayer 
meeting. 

 

 “Unless the Lord builds the House,  

the builders labour in vain”  
 

Psalm 127:1 

 
Christine Hodge 

Toddlers Group 
 

This group meets every Tuesday during the 

school terms from 10am-12noon. We have a lovely 

group of about 45 mums, dads, grandparents  and carers 

who are very friendly and supportive to each other and 
approx. 55 babies and toddlers ranging from new-born to 
4 years old, although most of them go to nursery around 

3 years old. Most weeks there are between 27 and 30 
families. 
 

The group is run on a rota of 3 

teams - Audrey Gardiner and Lynn 
MacNeill; Jacqui Bain, Retta Lindsay 

and Karen Mackenzie; and 
Christine Hodge and Susan 

Walker. It would make a big 
difference if we had one or two 

more volunteers to be able to 
spend more time with the families.  
 

We have free play with lots of big 
toys, playdoh, the doll’s house, the 

kitchen, dolls, trains and cars and 
sometimes a craft or painting.  We 

have a break for a snack and after 
more play, the mums help us tidy 

up at 11:30 before songs in the back hall. We are very 
grateful to Lesley- Anne who with Retta and Christine 

take the song time. 
 

We once again had our very popular “Christmas party of 

sorts” with the children decorating a gold cardboard 
crown some play and lots of party food ending with 

songs, the Christmas story, and a parachute game. The 
children were all given little Books with the Christmas 

Story. These books are very popular and many mothers 
tell of the children asking to be read them over and over 

again. This is a real witness to the families.  
 

Toddlers are a life line for many mums as this is a time in 

their lives with big changes. It can be very lonely and 
exhausting through lack of sleep, but it’s also a time to 

make new friends and many friendships have been forged 
though toddlers. Many of the families also stay on for 

lunch in the café, and it’s good to see friendships develop 
through that time too.  
 

Without these volunteers this group couldn’t run. Many 

mums comment that they love the group for the bright 
and clean halls as well as all the great toys and the 
friendliness of everyone. We always have a waiting list.   

A special thank you to Jeanette for the clean halls; also to 
Jason who puts out and puts away the toys each week; 

not forgetting  the cafe staff who make up the whole 
toddler experience. Toddlers is very much a team event.  
 

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with the 

Toddlers, Christine would love to hear from you. Please 
feel free to visit before deciding.  
 

 

 

Christine Hodge 

 
 

 

https://newhavenchurch.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/chatterboxes.jpg
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The Boys’ Brigade The Haven 
On Wednesday mornings many of us meet 

from 10.00am til noon in the Church hall next 
to the Café. It is an excellent opportunity for 

friends, old and new, to get together to chat, 
paint, play dominoes and have tea or coffee. 
 

There is a short service once a month as well 

as a “bring and buy” table. All monies raised is 
donated to various charities. Over the 17 years of its 

existence, The Haven has donated £4,400 to 
charitable causes. 
 

Like many similar ventures, new members and 
volunteers are always welcome and I am sure they 

would find it an excellent way to spend a Wednesday 
morning. Whilst on the subject of volunteers, I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank our existing 
volunteers, without whom, The Haven could not 

function. 
 

Elizabeth Munro  

Newhaven Connections Café  
Once again it's a great big thank you to all the 

amazing volunteers, some of whom have been with 
the cafe from day one. 
 

It was lovely to see Fiona, the first Café manager, and 
other past volunteers at the 10th birthday of the 
Café. Kate and Alistair created a happy atmosphere 

as they played their accordion and guitar - much 
appreciated by the customers. 
 

We have welcomed new volunteers which has been 

wonderful, but now we have to say goodbye to Katie, 
our assistant manager.  
 

Katie will be leaving us in April, we wish her well in 

the future. 
 

Yvonne Demaude 

The 20th Leith Company is open 

to boys from P1-S6 and is loads of 
fun. Over the last year we have had 

thirty-two boys on the register, 
regularly attending. We run classes, 

go on exciting trips, take part in 
competitions, put boys through their Duke of Edinburgh 

awards, go to camp and much more besides. We are strongly 
committed to helping all the boys who come to develop into 

great young men and we passionately believe in our object. 
 

The object of the Boys’ Brigade is the advancement of 

Christ’s kingdom among boys and the promotion of habits of 
Obedience, Reverence, Discipline, Self-respect and all that 

tends towards a true Christian manliness. We meet weekly 
on a Friday between September and May. For further 

information on the Company Section, or Junior Section, 
c o n t a c t  C h a r l e s  L i v i n g s t o n e  a t 
twentiethleithbbs@hotmail.co.uk.; for Anchor Boys, please 

contact Lesley-Anne Weir at weir1967@aol.com 

mailto:twentiethleithbbs@hotmail.co.uk
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL STATED MEETING 

 

 

The Annual Stated Meeting of Newhaven Church  
 

will take place this year  
 

after the service on  
 

Sunday 19th March. 
 

Please come to hear about,  

and celebrate,  

the work of Newhaven Church over the last year.  

 

The ASM is also your chance to ask questions  

and make suggestions about the direction  

we, as a church,  

should take in the future. 

 

Brunch will be served after the meeting. 
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www.n-c.org.uk 

Serving Christ, each other,  

and the community. 


