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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.    Psalm 119:105 
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Christmas Services 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

2017 has been a strange year for me, 

especially in terms of how quickly it seems 

to have flown by. In a sense I have been 

waiting for the year to begin, yet it is 

almost at an end. It's been a tough, 

emotional year in the life of our 

congregation and we have said farewell to 

a number of our dear brothers and sisters. 

Some farewells were expected, others 

were not. As a small congregation we feel 

it, we feel that deep sense of loss but we 

also give thanks for the lives and the loves 

that we have shared and been privileged 

to be a part of. 
 

For me Christmas and the New Year is 

always about new things, new life 

especially, as we give thanks for and 

ponder the birth of Jesus, the one we call 

the Christ. It is a time of gladness, amidst 

all the hustle and bustle, to give thanks 

that God saw fit to take on flesh and be 

one with us, that God wanted to show His 

love for us in this way.   
 

I realise when I ponder this, then, that 

there is nothing that I (we) will feel and 

experience in this life, good or bad, that 

God in Jesus has not encountered. It not 

only brings great comfort, it also brings 

great hope.  

My prayer this Christmas is that all of us 

may have a deep sense of the love and 

presence of God, that our time with those 

we love and cherish may be a blessed time. 
 

May God bless you. 
  

 Much love 

  Peter 

Christ is the 

same yesterday 

and today and 

forever.  
 

Hebrews 13:8 

Sunday, 17  December  
 

10.30am  A Sheep-y Nativity, with Carols 
 

Sunday, 24  December 
 

10.30am  Morning service 

4pm     All age service with coffee, tea  

    and mince pies 

11.15pm  Mince pies & Watchnight Service 

Christmas Day,  

Monday 25  December 
 

10.30am  Short all age 

service 
 

Sunday, 31  December 
 

10.30am  Sunday 

worship 



 
 
 

 

 

The former cookhouse flooded by the rising 
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The light shines in 

the darkness, and the 

darkness did not 

overcome it.   ... 

 

The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the 

world.   ... 

 

And the Word 

became flesh and 

lived among us, and 

we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, 

full of grace and 

truth.  

H A R B O U R  L I G H T S  

Meditation 
 

[John 1:1-14, NRSV] 

In the beginning  

was the Word,  

and the Word was 

with God, and the 

Word was God.  

He was in the 

beginning with God. 

All things came into 

being through him, 

and without him not 

one thing came into 

being. What has 

come into being in 

him was life, and the 

life was the light of 

all people.  

As we come to Christmas many will be 

thinking of our personal finances and how 
much this year will cost us. In Newhaven 

the finance group do much the same. We 
are blessed that we have a congregation 

who continues to support the Church, not 
just financially but in so many different ways.  

This year, so far, the Finance group have 
seen a slight increase in offerings.  

Tempered, however, with a slight rise in 
expenditure. But we are optimistic that 

God will continue to provide!! 
 

We’ll also be writing to Gift Aid donors, 
since each year we need to make sure that 

folk who have signed up as a gift aid donor 
do, in fact, still pay tax!! Individual situations 

can change. If you no longer pay tax then 

Newhaven Church is holding its ever-popular 

annual Christmas Extravaganza on Saturday 
9th December 2017.  
 

The event is open to children in P1-P7. and 
runs from 10am-12.30pm (Registration from 
9.50am). 
 

Come and join 
us for a fun 

morning with 
games, crafts, 
challenges, the 

C h r i s t m a s 
s tory ,  and 

ending with 
party food. 
 

This is a free 
event , but you must register before the day. 
Pick up a form from the church when the                        

Christmas Extravaganza 

Church Ceilidh 
 

The Ceilidh is our main fundraiser 
for Kampi Disabled Children’s Trust. 

Please come along to enjoy an 
evening of great music and 

fellowship and to support the life-
changing work of Kampi. 

 

 

We will be holding our 

annual Ceilidh on the evening 
of Saturday 2nd December.  

Why not put the date in 
your diary, and invite your 
friends.  
 

you will no longer be eligible and we will be 

unable to claim tax back on any donations 
you give to the church. So if your situation 

has altered, please can you let me know?   
 

If, on the other hand, you were not aware 
of Gift Aid, I am more than happy to send 

you further details and sign you up. In the 
past year or so we were able to raise our 

income by more than £9,000 as a result of 
folk signing up as a gift aid donor. 
 

Many thanks for all your help and support.  

It really does make the finance team’s work 
a whole lot easier. We are most grateful. 
 

I do hope you all have a great Christmas. 
 

Alister Greig,  
Finance Convenor 

Finance Report 

Café is open (Tuesdays to Thursdays or 

ema i l  f o r  mo re  i n f o rma t i o n 
(hodge451@btinternet.com). 
 

Any young people in S1-S6 who would like 
t o  h e l p ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l 

Cassie.Abousamak@suscotland.org.uk.  

mailto:hodge451@btinternet.com
mailto:Cassie.Abousamak@suscotland.org.uk
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Many of you will know that we collect small change to 

help with the education of Timothy Masasi in Kenya. 
Jackie Souness recently received his School Report:- 
 

“Timothy is eight years old and he is in class one. 
Through the year he has been doing well health wise and 
also in studies. He is a humble boy and well behaved thus 

making the teachers to like him more. During the 
weekend Timothy likes to play with his friends, who are 

also his classmates. Timothy has learned how to do 
laundry and also arranging his cupboard draws and 

beddings with the help of a caregiver. Timothy is 
becoming more responsible since he now knows how to 

handle and take care of his belongings such as books and 
clothes. During the Sunday church service he usually 

participates by reciting memory verses from the bible, 
and singing with his peers. 
 

Timothy has been performing averagely in class, he has 
learnt how to read, and he is putting more practice 

through reading story books from the library. Timothy 
will complete his school exams in November. His 

performance is average which means he will be promoted 
to Class Two in the coming next year 2018.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

During the December Holiday, Timothy together with his 

sister Miriam will be spending time with their father and 
other relatives back at home. Timothy is a cute boy and has 

a lovely smile.” 
 

Please continue to collect your small change for Timothy 
and give this to Jackie Souness. Thank you! 

News about Timothy 

Be honest: how many of last year’s resolutions did you 

keep? They say, ‘Procrastination is the thief of time.’ We 
keep promising ourselves we’ll do better. But 

‘resolutions’ only happen when you’re ‘resolute’. That 
means having a mind that’s 

made up. So here are four 
resolutions you need to 

decide to keep this year: 
 

1. Take time for what really 

matters. Get up earlier in 
order to read your Bible and 

pray before entering the day. 
Make more time for your 

family. Start exercising and 
eating right. Take better care 

of your body; it’s God’s 
temple (see 1 Corinthians 
6:19) 
 

2. Tackle one thing at a time. 
Taking on too many           things at once dilutes your 

focus and makes it harder to stick with things. When you 
start too much, you finish too little. So start where you 

are and build on your successes by mastering and 
maintaining one thing at a time. 
 

New Year Resolutions 

3. Start small. Don’t try to swallow the whole enchilada in 

one bite; baby steps are the name of the game. Talk in 
terms of what you will do instead of what you won’t. For 

example, instead of saying, ‘I’m not going to be so critical’, 
try saying, ‘Today I’m going to 

look for something good in 
everyone I meet’ (see Philippians 

4:8) 
 

4. Record your progress or lack 
of it. You can’t manage what you 
can’t measure. By facing the truth 

you’ll see how far you’ve come, 
and what you still need to work 

on. The Bible says, ‘Throw 
yourself into your tasks so … 

everyone wi l l  see your 
progress’ (1 Timothy 4:15) 
 

Don’t be afraid for I am with you. 
(Isaiah 41:10). Pray for a closer relationship with God this 

year. Thank Him for everything He’s going to do in your life 
during the year ahead. 
 

[reproduced from UCB Word for Today, 31st Dec.. 2017 - 

www.ucb.co.uk] 

Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead. (Philippians 3:13) 



 

 

 
 

The next Harbour Lights will be 
the Spring issue, covering March, 

April and May - copy deadline 
Sunday 11th February.   
 

Please speak to the Editor, Elaine 

Greig, or email her at editor@n-
c.org.uk if you would like 

anything included in the next 
issue. 

 

  Newhaven Church of Scotland 

  7 Craighall Road 
  Edinburgh  EH6 4ND 
  Phone: 0131 476 5212 (Minister) 

  Email: enquiries@n-c.org.uk 
  Website: www.n-c.org.uk 

  Charity No. SC019117 

Committed to Serving Christ, 

each other,  
and the Community 

Newhaven Church 

Roll 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Come and join us!  
 
 

Every Sunday at 10.30am 

(All-Age Service on the 1st Sunday of each month; 

          Communion on last Sunday of each month) 

 

Congratulations … and Thanks ... 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Baptism 
 

29th October -  

Lesley-Anne Stewart and Mia 
 

***** 
 

Admission  
by Profession of Faith 

 

3rd September -  
Ewan and Eilidh Greig 

 

***** 
 

Deaths 
 

23rd August -  

Moyra Logan 
 

22nd September -  

May Melrose 
 

24th September -  
Betty Baxter 

 

30th September -  
Douglas McKenzie 

 

***** 

Café News 

 

Congratulations to Anna Herman who 

celebrated her 90th birthday on 17th 
September, Ena Souness who celebrated 

her 90th Birthday on 26th October, and 
to Ray and Jacqui Bain whose Golden 

Wedding anniversary was on 7th October. 

Once again it's thanks all round for our 

fantastic volunteers who keep the Café  
lights burning and cakes cooking! 
 

Over the summer we had Cameron 
Edwards and Euan Walker providing much 
needed holiday cover. And we have a 

fabulous new cafe assistant, Rachel, who 
joined us in July. 
 

Sadly, one of our wonderful volunteers, 
Susan Walker, died in October. She will be 
remembered with love and great affection by so many people. 
 

We have had pop up shops, and art displays throughout the year helping to 
provide extra money for the Café. 
 

If you could help for one or two hours a week, or just be an emergency contact, 

please see Yvonne or Rachel. 
Yvonne Demaude 

 We collected 95 boxes 

- a wonderful total and 
more than last year! 
 

Thanks also to Mary 

and Anna for all the 
hats and puppets 

knitted for the boxes. 
What a lot of work, 

ladies, but much 
appreciated! 

 

A big thank you 
to all in Newhaven 
Church, the Café, the 

Todd ler  group , 
Victoria Primary 

School, and Inverleith 
St Serfs Guides for all 

the shoeboxes filled 
for the Blythswood 

Shoebox appeal.  
 

mailto:editor@n-c.org.uk
mailto:editor@n-c.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@n-c.org.uk

