Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Psalm 119:105
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A Word from the Minister
Christ our teacher, you reach into our lives
not simply through instruction, but story.
Open our hearts to be attentive: that seeing,
we may perceive, and hearing we may
understand, and understanding, may act
upon your word.
Prayer based on Mark 4:1-20
Dear friends
There are many things I can say about our
church, our people. Many good things, that
is! I am always encouraged by the simple
acts of kindness I witness in the people of
Newhaven
Church.
They are often small
things in the grand
scheme of life but I’ve
come to appreciate
more and more that it’s
the small that truly
matter - it’s often the
seemingly small acts of
kindness that leave a
lasting impression. I
believe, more than
anything,
that
our
relationships
matter,
and, as church, we are provided with a
unique opportunity in the world we live in
to forge relationships that are strong and
loving and full of the good things of God’s
kingdom. I’m pleased to say that this is
what I see.
One of our members who spent quite
some time in hospital in the last year
commented to me along the lines of, “wow,
the people of Newhaven take their visiting
seriously.” This was after the person had
been visited by a number of people who
simply wanted to show they cared. When I
hear such things, I have to confess, my
heart swells with pride because the love
that God has given us to share with each
other matters more than anything else.

Personally, I want to thank our Session
Clerk, John Hodge, for his commitment and
care for our body at Newhaven. John
serves us tirelessly in so many ways and I
am grateful for his guidance and friendship
and his commitment to Christ. I would also
like to thank all the elders of our church for their wisdom and their love and their
humility. They have these qualities in
abundance and it is wonderful to witness
and to be able to thank them for their
service. They, I believe, like so many in this
place, are the salt of the earth. Someone
once remarked to me that the thing about
people who are salt of the
earth
is
they
don’t
recognise that they are just
that - which is the very
thing that makes them what
they are.
I would also like to thank
Cassie, on our behalf, for all
she has done in the past
year. She has expended
much time and energy
forging
relationships,
especially amongst the
young but also drawing in the adults with
endeavours such as the holiday club and,
more recently, Messy Church. These
endeavours all take much time and
preparation and Cassie has done her work
with great dedication.
Furthermore, I’d like to thank Sandra and
her staff at Newhaven Connections Café.
Her dedication too has been second to
none along with her assistant, Andrea, and
all the volunteers who ensure everything
runs as smoothly as possible.
Thank you too to those who make the
Haven and Toddlers possible, ensuring that
both the more elderly and our young ones
are catered for. Thank you for your
dedication. It means a lot to many people
and provides an essential place of meeting.
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I would like to also thank Charles, the captain of our
BB’s, and those who have dedicated their time and
talents to leading our groups of boys. I have enjoyed
prayer time immensely with both the juniors and the
seniors. We are fortunate to have such dedicated
leaders and such wonderful groups of youngsters to
nurture.
In terms of worship and services, I want to say a huge
thank you to Jen and the Praise Band for leading our
singing. We are truly blessed to have you lead us and we
are very grateful. Thank you to Colin Robertson, who
quietly gets on with providing us with tea and coffee
after each service and for those who provide us with
nourishment after our all age services, Janis and
Charlotte, and all those who serve.
Thank you too to those who provide flowers and put
out the chairs and pack them away after the service; for
our cleaner, Wendy, and for Cameron, our caretaker,
and all those who in big and small ways ensure that we
are able to enjoy the rich blessings that we have. Thank
you.
Furthermore, one of the highlights of our year for me,
and I know for many others, was our weekend away at
Ardeonaig, kindly organised by John Hodge. It was a
wonderful time to spend time together as families and as
a church family and I am looking forward to our
weekend away this year.
For near future thought, something our Session has
considered is revisiting our Growth Groups. For a
number of reasons the number of groups still meeting

has dwindled and it is a hope and a prayer that new ones
may be formed. Obviously, these cannot be foisted upon
people, but we believe that it is greatly beneficial for
people to meet outwith Sunday services, to build good
relationships and to get to know one’s brothers and
sisters on a deeper level. I, for one, look forward each
week to my time together with my group. I find it
refreshing and nourishing to have that form of fellowship
and many a time my spirit has been lifted to be able to
share things with people that I have come to enjoy greatly
and trust. Something to consider.
Finally, and personally, it gives me great joy to be your
minister. I count myself richly blessed to be a part of the
body at Newhaven Church. I am very grateful for the
support I receive from so many in this place, especially in
times of pastoral challenge, when our brothers and sisters
have faced illness or bereavement. Your love, and your
prayers, and your words of encouragement and kindness,
have moved me so often, and, in such things, I have truly
felt the presence of God.
Thanks be to God for his presence and his love. Thanks
be to Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, for his example of a life
of love. Thanks be to the Holy Spirit of God who reveals
the things of the Kingdom and leads us and guides us into
abundant life.
Trust in the Lord always and rejoice.
With much love,
Peter
Rev. Peter Bluett

Report from the Kirk Session
Local Church Review
Many of the items which have been considered by the
Kirk Session will appear elsewhere in the reports. The
Kirk Session is the trustee body for the church and is
responsible for overseeing all the church’s work. It is
also responsible to the Presbytery of Edinburgh who
oversee all the various Church of Scotland
congregations in the city. This year we had our Local
Church Review when they came and met with us to
review what we are doing. This is not so much an
inspection but a chance to share ideas and pick up useful
hints. In fact we did receive some useful suggestions
from the visiting team which we have implemented.
Their report to Presbytery was very positive. It
highlighted the excellent musical director and praise
band and commended Cassie for all the energy and
work she puts in. It concluded:
“Newhaven Parish Church is a caring congregation who
work diligently to promote the Gospel and fellowship
within the church family and they endeavour to engage
with the local community in a variety of ways. The
fellowship and love of the Minister and Kirk Session are

a joy to experience. We pray for God’s blessings on them
as they continue to think through the Next Steps.”

Elders
We are sorry to have lost the services of Kate Aitchison
who chose to stand down from the Kirk Session. We are
most grateful to Kate for all her contributions and her
desire to bring the gospel to the community. Lesley-Anne
Weir has also taken leave of absence due to ill health.
We are all hoping and praying for her restoration to
health and strength.
Youth Worker
We are now over half way through Cassie’s three-year
appointment and are seeing the benefits of her working
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with us. It is time to start looking forward and seeing
where we are going at the end of the period.
Unfortunately the Go For It fund of the Church of
Scotland is not continuing and so there will be no future
funding from that source when the current grant period
comes to an end. We are most grateful to their support
which made possible the current three-year contract. We
are exploring where we go next and contacts are being
made with local churches to try and see if there are ways
we can work together.
Easter Service
One of the highlights of the year was the open-air Easter
service in Starbank Park. Kate Aitchison had been
encouraging us to get out in the community and this was
the result. The weather was unseasonably sunny and
warm and a very large number of folk took part. Thanks
are due to Peter, Cassie, Christine, Colin and many others
who planned it and worked to make it all possible. Thanks
also to the Friends of Starbank Park for their support and
encouragement.

Trinity Nursing Home
Following an approach from Trinity Nursing Home, Peter
has been asked to take services there for the residents.
We are glad to provide this support to the residents. We
hope to build on links with them.

Caretaker
Due to ill health, Jason Allan tendered his resignation as
caretaker. We still see Jason around the
neighbourhood and please take time to greet him.
Cameron Edwards took over and we are grateful to
him for taking on this role.
Weekend Away
One new event this year was the weekend away at
Loch Tay. Feedback was very positive and we are
planning to repeat it again this year. 36 folk of all ages
came last year. Let us see if we can increase numbers
this year. It is a chance to deepen relationships and get
to know each other better. The Sunday morning
challenges tested relationships!
Volunteers
We are also glad to report that the membership on the
roll increased slightly this year. One of the items
highlighted by the Local Church Review was the
difficulty in obtaining volunteers to sustain the work of
the congregation. We are grateful for
those new members and attenders
who have taken on roles in the
congregation. There are numerous
posts still needing to be filled and if
we cannot do so we will have to cut
back on our activities.
Two of our new ventures this year,
the Easter service and weekend away,
have been blessed by good weather.
We rejoice in that. We also face
challenges as we go forward and
there will be problems. God does not
promise us an easy time but he does promise to be
with us. Let us go forward knowing that our strength is
found in being dependent on Him.
John Hodge
Session Clerk

Roll Keeper’s Report
A Statistical Return is required to be sent to the Church
of Scotland at the end of each calendar year. It is a sort
of annual census and it helps to provide a national
overview of the make-up of the Church of Scotland.
“Joining the Church” has become a more flexible term in
recent years and many people no longer see the need to
make such a public commitment. However, it is not so
much a commitment to the Church as making a
commitment to Christ - professing faith in Christ and
being part of the life and work of His Church at
Newhaven.
If you would like more information on what
‘membership’ means and involves, please speak to the
Minister.

Statistical Return as at 31st December 2019
Opening Roll:
Added by Profession: 1
Added by Resolution: 5
Added by Certificate: 3
Closing Roll:

143
Removed by Death:
5
Removed by Certificate: 0
Removed by Resolution: 0
147

Elaine Greig
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Finance and Stewardship
2019 was a year in which there were quite a few changes
in the team looking after our Church’s finances. Shona
started the year as Treasurer whilst preparing the 2018
Annual Accounts. Alister took over from her as
Treasurer at the end of the first quarter. The bookkeeping for the Café was undertaken by Sandra, our
Café manager, in order to spread the workload, and
after completing the tax year Janis handed over
responsibility for payroll processing to Hollis Accounting
from April. Finally, towards the end of the year I took on
the role of Finance Convenor. I would particularly like to
thank Shona, Alister, Sandra and Janis for their time, and
conscientious approach to all aspects. It is essential work
and we are indebted to them.
I would also like to thank those who volunteer on
Sundays to meet and greet at the door, take in the
offering and count all the donations ready for banking.
Again, an important aspect of our finances.
However, the biggest thank you of all is to you, our
congregation. Your donations, whether large or small,
whether by regular direct debits or freewill envelopes or
cash amounts, and where possible under the Gift Aid
scheme, these are what our Church relies upon to
continue its many activities. In 2019 the total of all our
offerings was just over £61000, up £1000 from the
previous year, a tremendous amount particularly
considering the uncertain economic climate.
A n o t h er t a s k e x p e r t l y
undertaken by Alister has been
the completion of our Gift Aid
claim for 2019. This will
provide income of slightly
more than £15000 and is a key
addition to the Church’s
finances. If you believe that you
could further help the Church
by completing the necessary
paperwork as an eligible UK
taxpayer, or would like to
understand more about the scheme, please contact
Alister (details below).

The Café continues to be a vital part of our outreach in
Newhaven, with Sandra and Andrea, plus numerous
volunteers, providing a friendly environment to enjoy
good company and good food at excellent value for
money. Although Café income rose to £29000 in 2019,
so too did expenditure so a deficit for the year was
incurred.
Overall, the Church’s 2019 Annual Accounts, when
finalised, are expected to show a small deficit of (£3500)
on an increased income of just over £148000. This is well
within the level of reserve funds in hand and should not
be viewed with concern. Full details will be presented to
the congregation at the Annual stated meeting on Sunday
29th March.
Our investments, held at the Church of Scotland, have
benefitted from a rise in the stock market and closed the
year at £94500, an increase of £9700 over the position at
the end of 2018.
In closing, I would once again like to thank all those who
donate, give of their time, and contribute to the financial
wellbeing of Newhaven Church. Many churches are a
great deal less well off than we are, and whilst we will
never be complacent it is encouraging to be in the
position which we are in today. We thank God for that
and look to the future with hope that we may be able to
continue to fully support all aspects of worship and
activity within our Church.
If you have any queries about
aspects of our finances, please feel
free to speak to either Alister or I,
or contact us directly by email.
Graeme Taylor, Finance Convenor
graemetaylor00@hotmail.com
Alister Greig, Treasurer
bowtow@btinternet.com
Graeme Taylor
Finance Convenor
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Fabric Report
This time last year the Committee reported that the main
issues outstanding at the time of writing concerned the
matter of water ingress into the boiler house, and the
containment of the large (but statutorily protected) tree
at the back of the church. The UK winter temperature
record had just been broken, as the Met Office recorded
21.2 °C (70.2 °F) in Kew Gardens, London.

incursion by mice into the property. Further such
incursions have so far been contained by measures
organized by the church’s pest control contractors.
Given the church’s location, it seems optimistic to think
that rodent activity will cease. However, the committee
is satisfied that all that can reasonably be done is being
done.

Since the last report we can advise that the tree most
nearly concerned was inspected by tree surgeons,
trimmed to what they considered a sensible density, and
confirmed to be safe. A full inspection of the water ingress
issues affecting the boiler house resulted in approval being
given by the Kirk Session to a programme of remedial
works by a specialist property care company.
Circumstances have conspired against those works being
commenced before the year end, but it is understood that
the way is now clear for progress to be made.

It is hoped that, during the coming year, the church hall
will enjoy some overdue redecoration. It is expected
that the remedial work in the boiler house will be
completed. A recent inspection of the Manse revealed
some areas where maintenance was now required, and
it is anticipated that these will be progressed shortly.

Routine inspections of the fire safety equipment, and the
gas and electrical installations, have been conducted
through the year in accordance with existing contractual
arrangements. The fire extinguishers have been tested to
current fire safety standards. Lighting has been replaced as
appropriate (but, it seems, with increasing frequency). The
church has been subject to regular inspection for pest
control. It is disappointing to have to report one known

A genial commentator once defined a committee as a
group of people who individually can do nothing but as
a group decide that nothing can be done!
Unfortunately, for such a busy place as the church,
doing nothing is not an option. To that end members
and others are encouraged to report any fabric-related
issues which are felt to merit attention.
Robert Weir (Convenor)
Jeanette Meek
Retta Lindsay

Growth Groups
There is currently one growth group running with 9
members. They meet fortnightly on Tuesday evenings.
Over the past year they have been looking at the
Parables.
In addition to this there is also a midweek Bible study on
a Wednesday evening. This meets in the church and a
warm invitation is extended to all. There is a chance to
delve deeper in to the Bible and spend time in prayer
together at the end. The group are coming to an end of
their study of Micah and will be moving on to a new topic
shortly.
For many years and for many people, being part of a
Growth Group or Bible study group has been an
excellent way to find out more about God. The gettogethers are not about checking up on ‘who’s done their
homework’ but rather a positive time when members can
meet and share what they’ve discovered/found
challenging/found amazing in the Bible - whilst always
aiming to put God at the centre of it all!
It’s been described as a support and encouragement by
many.

The low numbers of
people attending may be
a reflection of how
difficult it can be to find
time in a week to
commit to joining such a
group.
This is something that is
understood by the
Session and they are
looking for ways to
make this easier for
people.
In the meantime, please pray with us that this will be
possible and watch out for updates and invitations over
the coming months.
We would also encourage anyone to bring suggestions
or ideas about any of this to Lynn Macneill or John
Hodge.
Lynn MacNeill
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Communications Group
The Communications Group, comprising Elaine Greig and
Lesley-Anne Weir, provided its normal service to
Newhaven Church for much of the year. Elaine produced
Harbour Lights, our quarterly Newsletter, and the weekly
intimations sheets, to her usual high standards. Many
thanks go to her. Lesley-Anne looked after the website.

If anyone from the congregation is interested in
communications and would like to lend a hand in the
future, please speak to Peter after morning service.

Unfortunately, towards the end of the year, Lesley-Anne
was unable to post new items to the website due to ill
health.

www.n-c.org.uk

Lesley-Anne Weir (Convenor)

Pastoral Care Group
It is a privilege for the pastoral team to be part of our
caring church community, serving those in need.
2019 saw our Church family experience great loss in the
passing of friends and loved ones. We pray for all who are
grieving at this time and extend our love and support to
those who suffered ill health and continue to live in pain
and discomfort. We also remember those who are
housebound and no longer able to come to church.
We also celebrated special occasions - milestone birthdays
and anniversaries.
We held our second Daffodil Tea in April, which was well
attended, giving friends the
opportunity to get together
and enjoy a time of
fellowship. We enjoyed a
delicious afternoon tea of
sandwiches and homebaking. Kate Aitchison again
kindly entertained us on the
accordion which was greatly
appreciated. We thank everyone who helped make this
such an enjoyable occasion. We are planning to hold
another afternoon tea mid-June this year.
Thank you to all who donated flowers throughout the year
and the willing helpers who distributed them. We know
how much receiving the flowers mean to those who are
struggling for one reason or another. The flowers also

convey our congratulations to those who celebrated a
special occasion. The flower convenorship works on a
monthly rotating basis and is shared by Lesley-Anne,
Linda and Heather.
Our thanks go to the Elders who distributed Christmas
gifts to those in residential care, those who are
housebound and those who faced difficulties throughout
the year.
Many thanks to all our pastoral visitors for the care,
support and friendship they gave during the year. The
group met quarterly last year, with our pastoral visitors
joining at alternate meetings.
We are grateful to those who inform us of situations to
which we can respond, with sensitivity and
confidentiality.
We remember Lesley-Anne and pray her health
improves over the coming months.
Should anyone wish to contact any member of the
group our details are:
Peter Bluett - 476 5212
Heather Robertson - 552 2047
Linda Brunton-Bruce - 467 2199
Lesley-Anne Weir - 07486 440234
Liz Thomson - 554 9176
Peter, Heather, Linda,
Lesley-Anne and Liz
6

Mission and Outreach Group
To enable the people of God to be the people of God.
Various items which we have talked about took place this
year.
We had the open air service for Easter Day. That proved
to be an excellent way of connecting with the community
and the excellent attendance showed how effective it was.
It was a good example of being the church without walls.
However we are at all times and in all our activities the
church without walls and it is important to remember
that how folk judge Jesus may be dependent on what they
see in us.
The weekend away took place in September and that was
an opportunity to develop relationships amongst us. I
think we all felt that we got to know someone else in the
congregation in a better way.
At Christmas we also had the carol singing in Fishmarket
square. Again this attracted members of the community
to join us. Our Christmas services were well attended by
those in the community but we also need members and
regulars to be present to welcome our guests.

After one or two false starts we have been running a
small Alpha course on Sunday evenings. Numbers have
been small but it has been good to be able to share and
provide an opportunity for folk who are keen to find
out more, to ask questions and discuss in an open and
supportive environment. The group are keen to
continue and explore the Bible together.
Some things remain to be carried out. We need to
revisit the matter of becoming an invitational church
where we develop a culture of inviting folk to join us.
There are some in the congregation who do this
regularly but many of us are still reticent.
The Mission and Outreach group is small and comprises
Alastair Sutherland, Brian Souness, John and Christine
Hodge and Cassie. Kate Aitchison having been a valued
and valuable member of the group has decided to step
down. We are grateful to her for her contributions. We
would welcome others. If you have an interest in
mission please speak to John Hodge.
John Hodge

Ardeonaig, 2019
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Newhaven Connections Café
2019 has been an exciting and busy year at the Café where
every month has seen its share of changes, successes and
challenges!
The NCC Team
In January 2019 we welcomed Andrea Espitia to the role
of Café Assistant and she has been a wonderful addition to
our Café family. With Andrea’s
support, and the flexibility and
commitment of
our
fabulous
volunteers, we’ve managed to keep
the Café open right through the year
(only closing to the public on one day
when the church was hosting the
Abbey Summer School). This has
been hard work, but well worth it, as
we’ve seen new customers find their
way to the Café on a regular basis.
Opening every week throughout the
summer holiday period has been
possible thanks to extra help from
some student volunteers on summer
break, and it was lovely to be able to welcome visitors to
Newhaven from all over the world. To thank the
volunteers for their hard work we held a midsummer
soiree, walking together around the harbour to work up
an appetite and then adjourning to the Café for fish &
chips, and 99’s – a great night of fun and laughter.
NCC in the Community
Over the year we’ve worked on strengthening our links to
the community…including a partnership with Smashin
Eggs, selling beautifully fresh farm eggs delivered to us
every Tuesday. These have been a huge hit with
customers, even bringing some new folk into the building,
and we sell as many as 200 eggs in a busy week!
We also took part in the Trinity Gala for the first time, on
a beautiful summer’s Sunday (after a week of heavy rain!)
selling sandwiches and lots of our lovely home-baking. We
were delighted to help raise a good sum for Bethany
Christian Trust, as well as spreading the news about
Newhaven Connections to those enjoying the gala. In the
weeks which followed it was great to see customers in the
Café whom we had first met at the Gala. We’ve also
supported other community groups by supplying cakes and
baked goods to events organised by Heart of Newhaven
and Friends of Starbank Park.
Our Community Police team Sarah and Tony have hosted
monthly drop-in sessions at the Café. They’re always
happy to listen to concerns and questions, or give out
advice and information, and will be continuing these
monthly visits throughout 2020.
The Café joined the national Chatty Café Scheme and set
up a Chatter & Natter table – an opportunity to help
combat social isolation by inviting people to share a table
together. Sandra even found herself being interviewed
about it by Kaye Adams live on Radio Scotland.

We’ve also developed strategies to build relationships with
the groups who use the church halls during the week,
supporting cooking activities with the Guides, providing a
20th Anniversary celebration supper for the History Group,
hosting a Christmas tea party for the Ageing Well Dance
Group, and supplying food for various events at The
Haven.
NCC Food news
The Café menu received it’s annual
refresh over the Christmas holidays
and we now regularly offer weekly
Specials on the menu board. This
provides a great opportunity to try
out new dishes, make the most of
seasonal produce and introduce
short-term items - such as our hugely
popular Hot Cross Scones in the run
up to Easter, or ice-cream floats
when the sun shines. We’ve also
begun to offer a number of veganfriendly sweet and savoury foods
which are suitable for those wanting
plant-based choices.
NCC and the environment
As well as ringing the changes with new food choices on
the menu, we’ve also been thinking about what changes we
can make to help care for the world God has given us by
reducing the environmental impact of how we do things.
Early in the year we moved from using UHT milk portions
to providing jugs of fresh milk with hot drinks in order to
cut out the single-use-plastic portion pots. In the kitchen
we’ve reduced our use of clingfilm by introducing
reuseable food coverings and wrappings and for drinks
we’re now using recyclable paper straws and only selling
soft drinks in recyclable glass bottles, cans or cartons.
We’re even buying some ‘wonky’ or ‘ugly’ fruit and veg,
where these would otherwise be disposed of by
supermarkets, and turning them into nutritious and
delicious soups or puddings. They’re very tasty and we
hope you approve! Customers wanting to buy eggs are
encouraged to bring back and re-use their egg boxes;
others are thoughtfully bringing along their own food
boxes or bags if they plan to buy cakes to take home. The
next area we want to tackle is napkin waste, which can’t be
recycled as the fibres are too short to be turned into
useable paper. Will you please help us do our bit for the
environment, and reduce the number of napkins we use, by
only taking a napkin if you need one?
NCC Looking Forward
As we look ahead to 2020 we’ll keep seeking ways to
improve and evolve the café offering while continuing to
serve the traditional café favourites our regular customers
enjoy. We really appreciate the support of all our
customers, old and new, and look forward to welcoming
you back soon.
Sandra Lindsay, Café Manager
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Sunday School Reports
Little Lights

Lighthouse

It has been a quiet year in Little Lights we
have 6 children on our register however
numbers in attendance have been sometimes
only 1- 3 children.

The Lighthouse group is a fun and
welcoming place for primary-aged children
to hear about God and His Word.

During our time together we have story/
lesson time, a craft (age appropriate), snack
and, time permitting, a song and games.
This year our lessons have been God
Created Animals, A New Creation
using the story book of Claudia The
Caterpillar, The Miracles of Jesus, the
meaning of Advent and much more.
Our material is sourced from Beginners Gospel Story
Bible, a Variety of Children’s Christian story books
and Children’s Christian websites.
Our team are Janis Merry, Jacqui Bain, Gillian Charles,
Linda Brunton-Bruce, Irene Sutherland and Kirsty Milligan.
Without these committed, faithful and loving people it
would be impossible to provide the support needed in
caring for and teaching the children God’s word. On behalf
of the Session thank you.
Our activities/crafts usually reflect the lesson/story which
at times can be challenging but fun. Amongst other things
the children have made a picture of Jesus and His
Friends Fishing, Caterpillars, a Boy’s Picnic and
Nativity Scene. If you visit the Little Lights room you will
see some of the children’s handiwork on the bulletin
boards.
The children’s favourite activities are using stickers, glue
sticks, glitter, musical statues, and of course snack time is
always welcomed!
At the end of the
Sunday
school
year the children
were presented
with their books
and at Christmas
given an Advent
Calendar.
Please continue to
remember
the
children,
their
parents and Little
Lights team in
your prayers.

We had a good year with a small group of
children who attended regularly and
visiting children who frequently boosted
our numbers. The age range is P1 - P6. The
number of children varies between 3 and 6
each week.
The team lead and prepare the lessons on
a rota basis, once a month, and are
assisted by helpers who are most
important and helpful to the group.
We have continued to use 'Mosaic' this year. This
teaching material by SU is specially geared for small
groups with a wide age range. It offers good Biblebased sessions and resources which help in planning
the lessons. The Bible
stories and themes are
great to share with the
young ones, opening up
opportunities for early
engagement with God,
life, our world and faith.
We enjoy games, Bible
stories,
prayers,
discussions and craft
d u r in g
our
t im e
together which gives the
opportunity to grow in
faith with each other.
Lighthouse continues during the summer months, when
adults in the congregation are invited to lead and help
the children in their lessons. It lets our team have a
break over this period and allows the children and
their families to become acquainted with other adults
in the congregation. Our theme last summer was
Daniel.
We thank all those involved in summer lighthouse and
those who keep the children in their prayers.
The team feel very privileged and blessed to be a part
of this ministry.
Lynn, Christine, Cassie and Liz

You are welcome to visit us in Little Lights any Sunday to
see what goes on - or you may like to join our team? I am
sure you would find it very rewarding and we are always
looking for helpers. Please see myself, Jacqui Bain, or Janis
Merry who will only be too glad to tell you what is
involved.
Jeanette Meek
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Children & Youth Worker Report
I hope this years’ youth report is a blessing to you all.
I find myself with much to give thanks for, and be in awe of
God’s ministry, through our congregation in 2019.
Due to this, it is quite a long report!
In compiling this report, I have also created a visual to help us
understand how various areas of ministries interconnect at
Newhaven Church.

Schools
It is always a joy to work within our local schools. In
early 2019 the Kirk Session agreed that it was thinking
about how we could support Victoria PS, so we asked
what they were needing. Some of the contributions
made, therefore, are reflective of the support requested
by the school.
Highlights include:

Supporting P2 in their outdoor learning &
numeracy curriculum with the help of Heather
Robertson.

Newhaven Gala - who knew bunting hanging could
be such a challenge?!!

A return of Bible Alive for 2019-2020 school year





with P5 and P6a. The programme was condensed
to 5 lessons, through which there were some
fantastic questions asked including ‘if God
appeared to creatures on a foreign planet, do you
think he would have sent Jesus as a human,
because that might frighten them and I don’t think
God would want to do that?’
RO Assemblies—this year I was presented the
privilege of presenting a Christian point view
within the resilience curriculum and this continues
into 2020.
P3/4 are learning about the traditions and seasons
of the year in the Christian faith and we have had a
Godly Play lesson on Advent in 2019 with three
lessons for 2020.
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Many members of our church community are also
regularly involved in the life of the school through the
Heritage Group, the Haven, and as individual members of
the community. The school enjoys the invitation and
benefits from our offering of Inflatables, Christmas
Extravaganza, and Holiday Club.
In 2019 I was able to come in and speak at Trinity
Academy for two RMPS lessons, helping young people
reflect and helping with essay portfolio assignments. One
of my favourite moments was a smile and a head shake
from a senior pupil who said I was making his head hurt as
I was able to add a bit of complexity to his point of view
on the Christian faith.
The SU group at Trinity Academy led by myself and Peter
continues to take place on Tuesdays after school and we
worked our way through the NUA series in the autumn
term. I also had the opportunity to run the primary to
secondary school transition lessons alongside Hayley Gilles
and a select group of young people. This is a great
opportunity to support the school in the large task that is
creating a positive transition process each year and they
were very appreciative of the support outwith RME
provision.
Study space for those at Trinity Academy was offered in
2019 alongside a meal deal at the Café and was taken up
by only a few pupils. Despite this, it requires very little to
organise and is appreciated by the administration at the
school.

However, our young people have been engaging with
their faith through their service projects for Duke of
Edinburgh; participating on the wider life of the church
community; and stepping up to be involved in all-age
services; Messy Church, and Leith Churches Holiday
Club. The connections with young people growing in
faith are far wider at Newhaven Church than an
average Sunday.
Messy Church
Messy Church was a new adventure started in
September 2019 with a team of 10-12 each time we
meet. Starting up Messy Church was culmination of
many conversations with families, trying it on for size
at activity days, and prayer. It was decided to go with
Friday tea-time as the best option, with overlap with
our Anchor Boys and Junior Boys’ Brigade sections.
We had three Messy Church services in 2019 which
looked at the themes: Love God, Love Your
Neighbour, Love Yourself. Many of the families joining
in are families we would not see on a Sunday; they are,
however, known to us throughout the life of the
church beyond Sunday. In 2020 I hope that we can
reach out to those who may wish to come, but may
feel as though they need to come with children as
Messy Church is at its core is intergenerational event
and inclusive to anyone who might wish to worship
God in this way.

Lighthouse Learners SU Group and Chatterboxes SU
Group are both running well and will be discussed
separately.
Lighthouse Learners
Lighthouse Learners is the Scripture Union Group for P4P7 pupils at Victoria PS which meets on a Wednesday
lunchtime and is run by myself and Catherine Lighterness.
There are 20 children, whose parents are happy for them
to attend, on the register for the club, although the core
group who attend is 12. We have continued with the One
Big Story materials this year which have proved simple, yet
engaging. The children have many fantastic thoughts and
questions about faith.
Sunday Youth
In 2019 the youth group P7-high school, continued
meeting on Sunday mornings and gathering for Pizza and
Pudding and monthly breakfasts socials. On Sunday
mornings we explored a variety of topics including the
God’s Promises, the Parables that Jesus told, and the book
of Genesis. Brian and I made the conscious effort to make
room for any questions, big or small. We had our first trip
as a group to Heart and Soul, the annual Church of
Scotland celebration, and learned lots about the variety of
things the wider church is involved in. We had our 5th
annual Tear Fund Big Bake with the theme Less is More.
There were 6 children who joined myself and Brian on
WELM08, the Scripture Union Secondary weekend where
we thought about what it means to Marvel at God.
2019 has been a small group in terms of Sunday morning.

Greater Leith Youth Project
In May 2018, my role as both SU Scotland’s East
Edinburgh School’s Worker and Newhaven Church’s
Children and Youth Worker transitioned to be fully
under Newhaven Church. It was felt by the session, as
well as myself, that, moving forward, we must continue
to make a contribution to the wider schools and
community ministry in the Greater Leith Area.
continued overleaf….
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…. continued

We were successful in obtaining a substantial grant from
the Go For It Fund within the Church of Scotland to
help do this. We also had a generous contribution from
The Calton Trust in this area of ministry in June 2019.
Leith Churches Holiday Club had a fantastic year with 2
activity days and a fabulous summer club. We were able
to welcome 66 children and had a full compliment of
team to support them. The biggest encouragement of
our week was our 16 young leaders. They were

phenomenal contributors to our week and most had
grown up as part of the holiday club community - a real
encouragement to the team! In 2020 we hope to
continue to invest in our young leaders through
opportunities for building community and training.
We tried out a Friday youth club on the Easter Road
side of Leith, called the Friday Club, hosted by
Holyrood Evangelical. This group served a small, but
appreciative group of young people. Due to small
numbers and insufficient team, we have decided to close
the Friday Club for 2020.
Pray, Inspire, Encourage was a new event set out to do
as the tin says in the Greater Leith Area. We received
additional funding for CEAS to help support this
initiative which has had two sessions thus far looking at
various areas of ministry with children, youth, and
families. There is a buzz of appreciation and interest,
and although small in 2019, I hope to grow these
sessions in 2020.
Cassie Abousamak

Toddler Group
We meet on a Tuesday during term time, from 1012noon, with 3 small teams of volunteers and 3 different
people taking the singing which adds to the variety!
Toddlers is very popular and we have 45 families on the
weekly register (with 53 babies and toddlers) but usually
there are about 30 families on a given day. Unfortunately
we have a waiting list of 16 families which is a lot and
therefore several months of waiting for them. We are
fortunate in having 5 dads and 2 grandfathers who come
regularly which is lovely and makes it not so hard for
dads to come when there are others.
Highlights of the Toddler year is the Christmas party
when normally most people come - so a large crowd!

There are teas and coffees (provided by the café) and
cakes and savouries for the adults and party food and
fruit for the little ones. Some games of sorts, plenty of
toys, we make Christmas crowns are told the
Christmas story with cuts outs and sing some Christmas
songs. At the end everyone receives a book with the
story of the first Christmas.
Some comments from families:
“It’s just great – I love the way it is
set out with lots of different stations
with jigsaws, books , playdoh and
Duplo, a kitchen and more…”
*

“A weekly activity which we always
look forward to.
The volunteers are very welcoming
and friendly”
*

“Lovely playgroup, very well set up for all ages.
Friendly chats for mums, dads, and grandparents too.
Singing and dancing, fantastic to finish the morning”
*

“An extremely welcoming and friendly group – brilliant
leaders, a huge selection of activities, healthy snack etc.
The singing at the end is a real highlight. We love it!”
*

“A very welcoming and fun environment.
It feels very inclusive with all types of families here.
A real example of the Christian spirit of love and
acceptance to all.”
Christine, Lynn and Audrey
(team leaders)
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Chatterboxes
Chatterboxes is the Scripture Union group in Trinity
Primary School.
We have a lovely group of 7 girls and 1 boy from P5-7, who
are all very enthusiastic and eager to learn about God - for
several (as far as we know) we are their only Christian
contact. We meet for 50 minutes after school on a Friday
with Lynn and Christine and also a boy and a girl from 5th
year at Trinity Academy.
We are very grateful to all the support we have from the
staff at the primary school.

Once again 5 of our children are going to the schools’
Scripture Union weekend at Lendrick Muir where we
had a brilliant time last year.
For the first time in November we made sheep sock
puppets and performed a sheep nativity for the
Primary One classes, which we really enjoyed, and
think they did too.
We asked the children to give us some quotes about
Chatterboxes: -

I really like the
crafts, they are so
creative

I love everything
about Chatterboxes

I
l ik e
how
Chatterboxes
made me closer
to God

I like the snacks
and how we get
taught the stories
and discuss them

I really like how you
get to learn about
God in a different
way

We would like to thank everyone who prays and
supports us with Chatterboxes and also the
Edinburgh Scripture Union team for their support
and encouragement.
Christine Hodge and Lyn MacNeill

Flower pots the children painted and
decorated when we looked at Jesus the
teacher and the parable of the Sower.
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The Haven

Pennies for Timothy

Our situation is very similar to what we wrote last year.
Our numbers are still around 25-35 but the age profile
continues to get older and new members are not
forthcoming.

As a church we support Timothy
Masasi in Kenya.

In fact, this year we have had members celebrating their
80th and 90th birthdays.
We still celebrate Burns, St Andrews, special birthdays
and of course Christmas where the choir from Victoria
Primary School sing to our members. This year, they
actually performed their Christmas pantomime which
was very well received.
With all our members getting older, the weather plays a
big part on the attendance but they still continue with
their dominoes, art, chatting and, of course, tea and
coffee.
Approximately one third of our members will stay on
and have lunch in the Café.
In summary, the Haven provides a welcome outlet for
the older people of Newhaven but like all clubs,
desperately needs new members.

In 2019, your generosity raised
£550 for Timothy, helping to
support his care and education and
giving him new shoes and clothing.
Timothy wrote recently to let us
know that, having come 8th in his
class of 46 children (with results of
82-100% in his exams), he has been
promoted to Grade 4. His teacher
wrote: He is very disciplined and
hardworking. He can be at the top
next year if he works harder.
The Child Sponsorship Secretary at
Siloam Christian Ministries wrote:
May the Lord richly bless you for making it possible to help
these youngsters have a more positive outlook for the future.
Please keep saving your small change and give this and
any other donations to Jackie Souness. Thank you!
Jackie Souness

Elizabeth, Laura and Reta

Newhaven Running Club
Newhaven Running Club, a social group that meets most
Sundays after worship, has continued to grow with new
members during 2019.
Most Sundays we run approximately 5K around the parish
boundary or can be seen in Victoria Park. During 2019 we
had a couple of team outings (wearing Newhaven Church
running tops) at the Edinburgh Parkrun (5K) run followed

by team brunch.
Some of the group
also meet mid-week
to run slightly
further afield. The
group make good
use of Whats App to
support each other,
and this has been
invaluable in helping
encourage one other.
We ended 2019 with an early morning group run followed
by breakfast which was great fun and are looking forward
to a trip away together to participate in the Road to the
Isles festival of running in Arisaig on Saturday 9th May
2020.
It is an informal group with no qualified teacher, varying
ages and capabilities but a joint interest in running and/or
exercise. Please feel free to join us whether you’re a
seasoned runner or interested in starting, you will be most
welcome.
Shona Adam
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Presbytery Report
There were 6 Presbytery meetings in 2019 of which I
attended four. Some took place in Greyfriars Kirk but the
meetings latterly have been held in Presbytery’s original
venue at Palmerston Place. Greyfriars, though roomy,
centrally placed and well served by public transport,
proved unsuitable in other areas.
The first meeting of the year, in February, featured an
interesting talk by Andrew Kerr, the Chief Executive of
Edinburgh City Council. He spoke about the Council’s
2050 vision for the city. It is envisaged that the population
will have swelled to 750,000 by then, as 7000 or so more
people come to live here every year. He said the Council
was in the process of asking all strata of society to give
their vision for Edinburgh in 30 years’ time, hence his visit
to Presbytery. There were lively discussions round our
tables as those present put forward their views. Mr Kerr
came in for some challenging questions afterwards.
There were a few mentions of Newhaven throughout the
year. In February our request for permission to hold our
Easter Service in Starbank Park was granted, and
commended as an initiative to take the Easter message
outside the church walls. In June Peter presented a Local
Church Review carried out at Fairmilehead Church and in
November a very encouraging report of our own Local
Church Review was given by Ian Gilmour, former minister
of St Andrew’s and St George’s West.
An ambitious Presbytery project was unveiled in
September. This aims to see a defibrillator mounted on
every church building across the Presbytery, not only to
save lives but also as a reminder that we care deeply about
the communities we serve. Our Session has this in hand.

In October Presbytery commemorated the 90th
anniversary of the newly united Presbytery of Edinburgh
having met and been constituted in 1929. The occasion
was marked by a talk on the 1929 reunion and a special
service of Communion.
I was rather optimistic in my report last year, saying I
would be able to give details of the new Presbytery Plan
in this report. It is still very much a work in progress.
There is to be an information gathering and sharing
conference in March to which every congregation has
been asked to send two representatives.

There are two Presbytery appointments concerning
Newhaven to report. Hugh McDiarmid became the Vice
Convener of the Deployment of Resources Committee,
working with James Jack, the minister of Duddingston
Kirk as Convener. Jim Jack was a great help to us at the
time of our building troubles, having much architectural
expertise. I have been appointed as one of five assessor
elders at Bristo Memorial Craigmillar Church,
supplementing their small Session during a difficult period
without a minister.
If anyone would like further information about
Presbytery please speak to me. There is also the
presbytery website at www.edinburghpresbytery.org.uk
Heather Robertson
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NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
We hope you have enjoyed reading
the 2020 Annual Report
Annual Stated Meeting:Presentation of Accounts - Sunday 29th March
Congregational Meeting - Monday 25th May
Please come to hear about,
and celebrate,
the work of Newhaven Church over the last year
and make suggestions about the direction
we, as a church,
should take in the future.

Serving Christ, each other,
and the community.

www.n-c.org.uk
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