
Daily devotional for Easter Week.


The Last Week?


Monday- Mark 11:12-25.


The withered fig tree and the cleansing of the temple.


In the gospel according to Mark, the author of the gospel uses what we might call a “sandwich 
technique” to drive home what happened on the Monday leading to Jesus` crucifixion on the Fri-
day. We are told that being hungry, Jesus went up to a fig tree and upon seeing that the fig tree 
bore no fruit he cursed it. When they came to Jerusalem, Jesus and his followers entered the 
temple and there Jesus began to drive out the merchants and the money changers and those 
who were selling doves. At the same time he was teaching, saying, “Is it not written, “My house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations? But you have made it a den of robbers.”

The next day as they passed by the fig tree Peter remembered what Jesus had said and said, 
“Rabbi, look, the fig tree that you cursed has withered.”

Bearing in mind that it wasn`t the season for figs to be growing on trees, we need to understand 
that what happened to the fig tree was symbolic of the reason why Jesus cleared the temple.

Why did Jesus do this?

In order to understand his reasoning, we first have to understand that the temple was the focal 
point of religious life in the Jewish homeland. Every year at festival time the people of Israel would 
make their way towards Jerusalem, where the temple was situated, to worship God and to offer 
sacrifices. The first temple dedicated to God had been built by King Solomon and was finished by 
about 950 BC. This temple was destroyed when the Babylonians sacked the city in 587 BC. When 
the exiles returned to Jerusalem a second temple was built. This temple was refurbished by 
Herod the Great in and around the time of Jesus and, according to eye witnesses, it was a sight 
to behold. The heart of the temple was the sanctuary for inside it was the Holy Place, where in-
cense was offered. In an inner chamber, set off by a very large curtain was the Holy of Holies. This 
was the most sacred place, believed to be the where the presence of God dwelt most strongly. 
The sanctuary was surrounded by a series of outdoor courts. There was the Court of the Priests 
where the great altar stood and the Court of Israel, restricted to Jewish men. There was also the 
Court of Women and, finally, the biggest court of all the Court of the Gentiles, where people from 
all over Palestine and the Roman Empire gathered. It was also the place where merchants, money 
changers and those who sold sacrifices plied their trade and the place where Jesus cleansed the 
temple.

As one can imagine, it was big business. The temple authorities who oversaw what happened in 
the temple controlled all commerce, all donations, and all taxes connected with the temple and 
they enriched themselves with the profits. Archaeological digs near the place where the temple 
stood have uncovered palaces where the priestly class lived in luxury whilst those of the peasant 
class lived in poverty. In the time of Jesus this was understood as normal but it was against this 
exploitation that Jesus railed and the fact that those in authority had collaborated with the Ro-
mans in order to maintain their places of authority, their own personal wealth, and the status quo. 
And all this had been done behind a smokescreen of religion and in the name of God, hence the 
withered fig tree, for they hadn`t done what God had expected of them, of God`s house being a 
house of prayer for all nations and not a den where the wicked could hide.

Thus it was against those in religious authority whom Jesus reacted against not the ordinary peo-
ple whose duty it was to follow a tradition that had lasted hundreds of years.

If Jesus were alive today perhaps we would find him on Wall Street railing against those who ex-
ploit the poor in the name of capitalism or rule over their people in tyrannical regimes.


Something to think about: What might be Jesus be saying to us through this passage- as individ-
uals but also as part of his body, and what condition are our hearts in? Are they like a marketplace 
or a temple? Are they full of the things of this world or are they full of the love and peace of God?


Prayer:


Loving God, 

Thank you that Jesus had a heart for those who were downtrodden and exploited and was coura-
geous in standing up to those who had turned something holy and honourable into something 



sordid and corrupt. Today we know how much it cost him. Help us to be like Jesus, to live lives of 
authentic faith and honesty and to put our trust in you. Amen.


