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blessed us with to share - that we have 

relationships that are not just superficial but 
go much deeper, in terms of love and care 

and kindness. Of course, sometimes we 
might drive one another crazy, but I believe 

we share something special and our bonds 
of love are strong. 
 

I felt blessed, I am blessed, not only because 
I am the minister of Newhaven Church but 

because I am glad to simply be a part of it, 
to be a part of a community of faith where 

the things of God`s kingdom matter so 
much, where people are doing their level 

best to be the kinds of people God would 
have us be. 

 

It has been a confounding 
year, a year none of us 
would have predicted 

even in our wildest 
dreams. It has been a 

year of suffering for 
many, a very difficult 

year, to say the least. 
However, I would like to 

give thanks. I would like 
to give thanks for the 

wisdom in the choices 
we have made as a 

church in dealing with the pandemic and 
keeping our people safe. I would like to give 

thanks for the way in which so many people 
have stepped up to give of their time and 

energy in keeping us in touch. I have heard 
of churches where there is no 
communication between people in the 

congregation, but we have been able to 
have everything from quiz shows to 

ceilidhs, with services, coffee get-togethers, 
prayer meetings, Session meetings, Bible 

studies, Messy Church, Sunday School, and 
everything we normally do, in between. So, 

I would like to thank everyone for their 
enthusiasm and their willingness to keep us 

connected. I believe it has made a great 
difference to many of us, if not all of us. 

 

Beloved,  

let us love one another,  
because love is from God. 

 

          - 1 John 4:7 
 

Beloved friends and brothers and sisters. 

Recently, I was on a walk along a path that 
runs along the River Thames which happens 

to be not far from our flat in Maidenhead. It  
is a walk that I take almost every day and 

never get bored with it because of its 
natural beauty, and I love to see how it 

changes from day to day. At the midway 
point of my walk is a resting place, where 

we often feed the ducks and swans. I call it 
my peaceful place because 

it is beautiful, tranquil, and 
just allows one a quiet 
place for reflection. I like 

to ponder there and I like 
to pray there. I feel at 

peace there. I feel close to 
God there. On that 

particular day I had just 
read Richie Biggers’ 

reflections as a doctor 
dealing with patients 

suffering from Covid. I 
found it moving and 

insightful, so I spent some time in prayer 
giving thanks for Richie and all those like 

him giving so much of themselves, seeking 
to treat their patients with great 

compassion. I also prayed for all those 
suffering from the virus that has rocked our 
lives in the last year.  
 

And then my thoughts turned to our 
congregation. In my heart and mind I 

visualised each person, which, thankfully, is 
much easier to do in a small congregation, 

and as I did this my heart filled with two 
things - immense fondness and gratefulness 

- and I found myself giving thanks to God. I 
gave thanks to God for each person and 

then I gave thanks for the love that God has 
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 And, in all of it, I have noted, it`s been done with 

patience and humour and love. 
 

There are a great number of people I would like to 

thank for all they have done and continue to do - busy 
people who have gone above and beyond in their service 
to God and our congregation. I could write a long list of 

names but I am not going to do that purely because I 
would hate to leave someone out. Thank you to all who 

have been so willing to give so much, from leading 
worship to making sure that toilets get unblocked, from 

making hundreds of cups of tea each month to 
nourishing our young. It fills my heart with immense 

pride to witness what people are willing to give and it 
makes me glad that God has allowed me to be a part of 

it. Your hard work and dedication has not gone 
unnoticed. 
 

I would, however, like to say a special thank you to John 

Hodge, our Session Clerk, to Cassie Abousamak, our 
Youth Worker, to Jen Robertson, our wonderful 

musician and praise band leader, and to Sandra Lindsay, 
our Café Manager, for their love, dedication, energy and 

all the hard work they have put in, in their service of 
God and the community at Newhaven. 

Furthermore, I would like to encourage everyone with 

these words from the book of Colossians, for it points the 
way ahead, in good times and bad -  
 
 

As God`s chosen ones, holy and beloved,  

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,  
humility, meekness, and patience.  

Bear with one another and,  
if anyone has a complaint against another,  

forgive each other;  
just as the Lord has forgiven you,  

so you must also forgive.  

Above all, clothe yourselves with love,  
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

 

      - Col.3:12-14 
 
  Much love 
 

             Peter 

    Rev. Peter Bluett 
 
 

Report from the Kirk Session 
 

Last year our report featured the Open-air service on 

Easter Sunday and the weekend away to Ardeonaig, both 
of which we had intended to repeat this year. I also 

ended the Session report by saying “We also face 
challenges as we go forward and there will be problems. 

God does not promise us an easy time but he does 
promise to be with us. Let us go forward knowing that 

our strength is found in being dependent on Him.” At 
the time I had no idea about what 

we were about to experience. Not 
only did we not manage to repeat 

these new ventures, but all of our 
usual activities were forced to close. 

However that does not mean that 
we closed down but we found 

other ways to work and worship. 
 

Worship 
 

Even before the first lockdown was announced, we had 

begun to set up plans to provide facilities for worship for 
the congregation. The internet was the obvious route to 

go but we were also conscious that a significant number 
of the congregation would not have access to the 

internet. We therefore made arrangements to deliver to 
them a hard copy of Peter’s message and prayers for the 

week. We also sought to give details of worship on TV. 
The elders reviewed their districts to see who required 

this service and then each week delivered Peter’s 
message to those without the internet. During 2020, 42 
weekly copies were written and distributed and this is 

continuing into 2021.  

For those with the internet it was possible to hear Peter’s 

recorded message and Jen also played a suitable hymn. 
Over the time this got more ambitious and it was 

possible to blend in voices to allow us to hear the praise 
band actually singing the hymns. This involves a lot of 

work and we are most grateful to Jen in particular for 
organising it and doing the IT wizardry and also to the 

praise band members, current and former, for their 
contributions. When 

services resumed in the 
Church it was also possible 

to video it and this was 
tried during October and 

November.  
 

Cassie also used a lot of 
innovative thinking in providing support and worship for 

the young people which will be detailed in her report. She 
has worked very hard during the lockdown and been a 

vital support both to the young people of the 
congregation and also to the wider community with her 

work with Victoria Primary School and Trinity Academy.  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

We also arranged for a weekly update to go out 

highlighting what was taking place in the congregation. 
After a short time the Bible study and prayer meeting 

were resumed on Zoom. At the beginning of the year few 
of us knew what Zoom was but now we are only too 

familiar with it! Both the Bible study and the Prayer 
meeting work well on Zoom.  
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Statistical Return as at 31st December 2020 
 

  Opening Roll: 147 
 

  Added by Profession:  0     Removed by Death:         7 

  Added by Resolution:  0     Removed by Certificate:  0 

  Added by Certificate:  1     Removed by Resolution:  0 
 

  Closing Roll:  141 

 
Elaine Greig 

Roll Keeper’s Report 
A Statistical Return is required to be sent to the Church 

of Scotland at the end of each calendar year. It is a sort 
of annual census and it helps to provide a national 

overview of the make-up of the Church of Scotland. 
 

“Joining the Church” has become a more flexible term in 

recent years and many people no longer see the need to 
make such a public commitment. However, it is not so 

much a commitment to the Church as making a 
commitment to Christ - professing faith in Christ and 

being part of the life and work of His Church at 
Newhaven.  
 

If you would like more information on what 

‘membership’ means and involves, please speak to the 
Minister or the Session Clerk.    
 

Members and others 
 

One of the things we found was that we did not have a 

comprehensive list of all associated with the congregation. 
We had a roll of members but for various reasons a 

significant number of those attending are not members. 
This meant that they might easily miss out on what we 
were doing.  I am sure some will have been missed and I 

can only apologise for that. We did our best. However 
going forward I would encourage those who are not 

members to consider joining so that we can ensure that 
we keep in touch, provide support and let you know what 

is going on. Peter or I would be happy to discuss with 
anyone what joining means. We would also like to keep a 

less formal list of those who may not wish to commit to 
joining so that we can at least let you know what is going 

on.  
 

Other events 
 

We have also had quizzes on zoom for Christian Aid and 

for CrossReach and the Ceilidh for Kampi. Not only have 
they raised significant sums of money for these vital 

charities they have also been great fun and good social 
events. Once again many thanks to Jen and others who 

organised them and enabled them to happen. Many 
charities like CrossReach and Christian Aid have suffered 

greatly from the loss of funds due to the pandemic and so 
we are most grateful for all who donated to support their 

work and the work at Kampi in Kenya.  
 

Membership of Session 
 

We were sorry that Lesley-Anne Weir had to intimate 

that she wished to step down from the Kirk Session on 
health grounds. The Session was very sorry to lose her 

services but fully appreciated that her health was the 
priority. Please continue to remember her and her family 

in your prayers. Colin Robertson also felt that it was time 
to step down as he had been unable to give the role the 

time and attention it required. Colin has done and is still 
doing a lot for the congregation and we are grateful to 

him for the many years of service. Lynn MacNeill and 

Graeme Taylor have both been approached and have 

agreed to offer their services as elders. As soon as we 
are able to have a service of ordination we will be 

formally presenting their names to the congregation. 
They both felt that it would be better to wait until a 

more “normal” service could be held. In the meantime 
they are making their time and talents available and this 

is greatly appreciated.  
 

This has been a challenging year for us. All elders have 
been involved in all sorts of new activities in providing 

support for our members and others. I am most 
grateful for the support and efforts of the Session and 

also for the leadership and encouragement of Peter, 
our minister. Peter has readily adapted to producing a 

written thought as well as the recorded message and 
also for several weeks a live sermon as well. Pastoral 

care has also had to be adapted to meet the various 
restrictions that have applied from time to time. We 

have all had to learn new skills and I think that we all 
have learnt that God has indeed been with us and we 

have learnt afresh that our strength is to be found in 
being dependent on Him. The way ahead is still 
uncertain -  
 

    I Do Not Know What Lies Ahead, 
    The Way I Cannot See; 

    Yet One Stands Near To Be My Guide, 
    He’ll Show The Way To Me. 
      

        (Alfred B Smith) 
 

2021 will be a challenge but the God who has sustained 

us in 2020 will still be there as we go forward seeking 
to serve him in our community.  
 

John Hodge 

Session Clerk  
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Finance and Stewardship 

 
Overall, the Church’s 2020 Annual Accounts, when 

finalised, are expected to show a surplus of just over 
£21,000 on increased income of £169,000. This is 

predominately due to major donations to the Youth 
Worker fund, and fabric claims approved by the General 

Trustees thus enabling our funds to be utilised. 2021 
could be tighter, however, but we feel we have sufficient 

reserve funds in hand and so this should not be viewed 
with concern. The finance team will, however, keep a 

watching brief!! Full details will be presented to the 
congregation in the published accounts, after Hollis 

Accounting have completed their work. 
 

At the end of the year the value of our investments, held 
at Church of Scotland, had reduced slightly to £92,000 

while our bank balances had increased to just over 
£90,000. Both are healthy positions. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

In closing, I would like once again to thank all those who 
donate, give of their time, and contribute to the financial 

wellbeing of Newhaven Church. Many churches and 
charities are a great deal less well off than we are and 

have struggled. Whilst we will never be complacent it is 
encouraging to be in the position which we are in today. 

We thank God for that and look to the future with hope 
that we may be able to continue to fully support all 

aspects of worship and activity within our Church. 
 

If you have any queries about aspects of our finances, 
please feel free to speak to either Alister or me, or 

contact us directly by email -  
 
 

Graeme Taylor, Finance Convenor    

graemetaylor00@hotmail.com 
 

Alister Greig, Treasurer                   
bowtow@btinternet.com  

 
Graeme Taylor  

It’s fair to say that 2020 was a year we’ll all remember. 

As a finance team, we had taken over the reins in 2019 
but weren’t, like everyone else, expecting the challenges 

that 2020 threw up at us! We have worked well over 
the last 12 months or so with Alister, as treasurer, 

looking after the day-to-day accounts for the Church and 
the book-keeping for the Café being undertaken by 

Sandra, our Café manager. Responsibility for payroll 
processing lies with our accountants, Hollis Accounting. 

As finance convenor I work closely with Alister and 
Sandra, and with our accountants. With God’s help I feel 

we are a good team.  
 

I would take this opportunity to thank those who 
volunteer on Sundays - to meet and greet at the door, 

take in the offering, and count all the donations ready for 
banking - although we have had limited time in our 

building. It has been a challenge but I’m grateful for 
everyone and their help. 
 

However, the biggest thank you of all is to you, our 

congregation. Your donations, whether large or small, 
whether by regular direct debits or freewill envelopes or 

cash amounts, and where possible under the Gift Aid 
scheme, are what our Church relies upon to continue its 

many activities. In the absence of physical church 
services many of you have either taken out direct debits 

instead or have reviewed what you give the church. This 
has been a huge help and we are indebted to everyone. 
Thank you. In 2020 the total of all our offerings was just 

under £57,000, only down £4,000 from the previous 
year, a tremendous amount particularly considering the 

uncertain economic climate that we are living through. 
 

Another task undertaken by Alister has been the 

completion of our Gift Aid claims for 2020. This will 
provide income of almost £19,000 and is a key addition 
to the Church’s finances. If you believe that you could 

further help the Church by completing the necessary 
paperwork as an eligible UK taxpayer, or would like to 

understand more about the scheme, please contact 
Alister (details below). 
 

The Cafe is a vital part of our outreach in Newhaven, 

with Sandra, Andrea plus numerous volunteers providing 
a friendly atmosphere to enjoy good company and good 

food at excellent value for money. In 2020, like many, we 
were forced to close as Covid hit.  Although this hit the 

Café income, it was the loss of a welcoming environment 
we all missed more. The thought of what lies ahead later 

in 2021 when we can start things back up gives us all a 
sense of hope.   
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Fabric Report 

 
long as that remains the position people should be 

circumspect about using the boiler house as a long term 
storage facility. Since much of the space is occupied by a 

Christmas tree, and (occasionally) a Tardis, the scope 
for doing so is, in any event, limited. 
 

On a brighter note, a shiny new cooker was installed in 
the kitchen over the summer, together with splash 

backs on exposed sections of the internal kitchen walls. 
Those attending the socially-distanced Sunday services 

will also have noted the smart, royal blue, paintwork in 
the church hall - specially selected by Jeanette, and a 

much needed improvement.  
 

Once again, routine inspections of the fire safety 

equipment, and the gas installations, have been 
conducted through the year in accordance with existing 

contractual arrangements. The fire extinguishers have 
been tested to current fire safety standards. Lighting has 
continued to be replaced as appropriate. The church 

has been subject to regular inspection for pest control. 
It is a relief to report that, generally, even the local mice 

have been keeping a respectful distance this year.  
 

       Robert Weir (Convener) 
Jeanette Meek 

Brian Souness 

In a year dominated by a public health emergency, 

wrought by the spread of the Coronavirus, the challenge 
of meeting the conditions for re-opening the church 

building, after the first lockdown in the Spring, resulted in 
the Committee identifying a number of important areas 

requiring attention. 
 

Of immediate moment, the whole of the electrical wiring 

installation required to be the subject of a thorough 
inspection. That exercise, in turn, identified deficiencies in 

the emergency lighting, which are in the process of being 
addressed. The expectation is that the numerous ceiling 

lights will gradually be replaced with LED bulbs. The new 
bulbs are more energy-efficient and will have the 

advantage of a much longer lifespan. Restrictions on the 
ability of tradesmen to operate as normal have not helped 

to expedite the commencement of this work. However, 
by the time this report is disseminated, it is hoped that 
progress will have been made.  
 

The worst excesses of water ingress into the boiler house 
now appear to have been addressed. But the space most 

nearly concerned lies directly underneath garden ground, 
which is inevitably permeable. Completely dry conditions 

are unachievable without significant over-ground changes 
to the front garden of our immediate neighbours. For as 

Communications Group 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a challenging year in which communication and 

contact, within the Church and beyond, had to undergo 
something of a re-think. Communication was, 

simultaneously, never harder nor more vital to keep the 
body of Christ alive and well in the parish of Newhaven. 

But great challenges can inspire us in surprising ways and 
God’s hand can be felt guiding us even through difficult 

times.  
 

The Internet and social media have proved useful tools in 

keeping the members of Newhaven Church connected 
and have even allowed us to reach people we may never 

have reached but for the lockdown. The website following 
rose as people turned to online sermons for their fix of 

Peter’s inspired preaching, and the Church’s Facebook 
page has never been busier. Our Annual Ceilidh, held over 

Zoom, was an international affair thanks to virtual 
attendees from, among other places, Ireland and Iceland.  
 

Many thanks go to Jen Robertson for her faithful posting 

of the weekly sermons and Praise Band contributions. 
Thanks too go to Cassie Abousamak and Joanna Fuller for 

updating the website, and to Christine Hodge and Cassie 
Abousamak for keeping the Facebook page updated with 

news, events and regular stories from Christine and 
Newhaven’s latest addition to the worship team, Ben! 
 

Our Session Clerk, John Hodge, has emailed members 

and adherents on a weekly basis with links to resources 
such as Zoom services and meetings, Peter’s Thought 

for the Week, and the Prayer Calendar. His organisation 
and faithful service are much appreciated. 
 

Elaine Greig has continued with her regular production 
of the Harbour Lights Newsletter, a vital source of 

news, especially for those less able to access online 
content. Her contribution to the Communications 

Group has been, as ever, invaluable. 
 

Although it has been a challenging year, Newhaven 

Church has found ways to offer as much as possible in 
its mission to serve Christ, each other and the 

community. The Communications Group, comprising 
Elaine Greig and Lesley-Anne Weir, acknowledges the 

support of each and every member of the Newhaven 
Church family who has shared news, virtual events and 
encouragement this last year. We look forward to being 

able to share far more with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, face to face, in the coming year whilst, we hope, 

retaining contact with all those who have recently 
discovered our Church via the Internet.  
 

Lesley-Anne Weir (Convener) 

www.n-c.org.uk 
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Pastoral Care 

 
those who are housebound and those who faced 

difficulties throughout the year.  Christmas cards and 
decorations, made by our young folk and pupils from 

the local primary schools were given along with the 
calendars. 
 

Many thanks to our pastoral visitors for their continued 

care and support during the year especially under Covid 
restrictions. 
 

We are grateful to those who advise us of situations to 
which we can respond with sensitivity and 
confidentiality. 
 

It is a privilege for the team to be part of our caring 
church community, serving those in need. 
 

We pray 2021 will bring the hope of brighter times to 

come. 
 

Should anyone wish to contact any member of the 
group our details are: 
 

 Peter Bluett   -   476 5212 

 Heather Robertson   -   552 2047 
 Linda Brunton-Bruce   -   467 2199 

 Lesley-Anne Weir   -   07486440234 
 Liz Thomson   -   554 9176 

 
Peter, Heather, Linda,  

Lesley-Anne and Liz 
                                                                                                 

Last year was a year like no other. The Pandemic brought 

challenges to us all. 
 

Our pastoral team meetings were held virtually on Zoom 

and we are thankful for the technology which enabled this. 
 

We kept in contact with folk by phone and visited when it 
was safe to do so, ensuring help and assistance was given 

when needed. Cassie also kept us informed of families who 
needed support. 
 

2020 saw our Church family experience loss in the passing 

of friends and loved ones and we pray for all who are 
grieving at this time. We 

extend our love and support 
to those who suffered ill 

health, underwent surgery, 
were hospitalised and those 

who continue to live with 
pain and discomfort. We 
remember those who are 

housebound, in residential 
care and the families who are unable to visit relatives 

during lockdown restrictions. 
 

We sent our love and congratulations to those who 
celebrated milestone birthdays, anniversaries and birth 

announcements - uplifting in this time of Covid. 
 

Our thanks and appreciation go to the Elders who 

distributed Advent Calendars to those in residential care, 
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Mission and Outreach Group 

opportunities to engage with those taking part and 

proved to be a very worthwhile exercise. Our thanks for 
Cassie for organising it. Themed QR codes were also 

harnessed to provide themed messages for younger folk.  
A limited number of Christmas cards were ordered and 

distributed to a small area of the parish. Even then we 
were not able to hold all services intended and the 

Watchnight service was cancelled.  
 

We want to continue to be a mission oriented church 
and would welcome new input into our group. The 

present members are, Alastair Sutherland, Cassie 
Abousamak, Brian Souness and Christine and John 

Hodge.  
 

John Hodge 

 

This has been a difficult year for the Mission and Outreach 
group. We have had various meetings and thought of 

ideas but then the regulations changed and what was 
thought of was not possible. Plans for Easter in Starbank 

Park had to be abandoned.  
 

We had wondered about providing an evening event in 
the café to allow members to have a chance to get out 

and see others but that depended on Edinburgh moving 
down from Tier 3. The problem was that the movement 

was upward into Tier 4.  
 

We are considering also having an on line Alpha course 
but need help with the IT for that.  
 

One of the challenges was how to bring Christmas to the 

community in lockdown. In the end an amended version 
of the sheep trail was fixed upon. This provide really good 

To enable the people of God to be the people of God. 

Growth Groups 

 
Why? You might be asking yourself. Why do so many 

people who have been part of these groups talk so 
enthusiastically about them and try to encourage others to 

come along too? 
 

Well the short answer, I believe, is that God is there. 
That’s what people will tell you. It’s a place where they 

can hear God, meet him through the word, in the quiet 
and through each other.  
 

Matthew 18:20 ‘For where two or three gather in my 
name, there am I with them.’ 

 

So the invitation is to everyone 

reading this article. You are warmly 
invited. By the other group 

members, yes, I should hope so! 
And by God, yes, 100% sure. 
 

Being part of a growth group will 

take you on a new journey.  
 

During the past year Covid has 
altered the way in which groups can 

meet together. At present the 
Wednesday evening Zoom bible study is the only 

remaining group. Details of this can be found in our 
Church Update sent out weekly by the Session Clerk.  But 

we hope that more people will want to join in and that 
other groups can start meeting. 
 

If you wish to find out more, ask a question or make a 

comment, please contact the Minister, Session Clerk or 
me. 

Lynn MacNeill  

God has many ways in which he communicates with us. 

Through his word in the Bible, through his hand in nature 
and also through other people. It is good to experience 

that deep connection with God when we spend time 
alone reading our Bible or to be suddenly struck in 

wonder at his awesomeness when we see it in nature. But 
imagine a world where these experiences are nothing 

more than something to keep to yourself. Imagine having 
no opportunity to share these things with another person. 

Growth groups are an ideal place to hear God – not just 
based on your own life experiences or knowledge – but 

through the variety of lives and experiences that each 
member of your group brings. It adds another dimension 

to how we understand God and his love for us all 
individually and also as part of a complete body of people.  
 

Over recent years the number of people joining up to be 
part of a growth group has diminished. Some suggestions 
have been made to why this is the case, such as: perhaps 

the name ‘Growth Group’ has put people off suggesting 
that it sounds schooly or that it sounds judgemental, 

somehow implying that people have a need to grow their 
faith! Groups can be considered by some to be something 

for the ‘clever’ or ‘holy’ folk who want to work at gaining 
a greater understanding of the Bible. Not surprisingly 

then, people have been put off because they don’t want to 
be measured by their Bible expertise or spiritual wisdom! 

Other people have said that they don’t see themselves as 
the ‘growth group type’ because they don’t like the idea of 

putting themselves in a situation where they might feel 
pressure to speak out loud or share their personal 

thoughts with other people. All in all it’s an absolute 
wonder that we get anyone signing up to the groups! 
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Schools 
 

It is always a joy to work within our local schools. 2020 
has brought new and innovative ways of doing so. 
 

2020 highlights include: 
 

 Godly Play lesson on the season of Lent and Baptism 

for P4/5 
 

 Nine virtual video-recorded assemblies on topics of 
Health & Well-Being and Christian festivals. In the 

autumn until Christmas, we were able to get various 
input from children into these assemblies as well. Our 

Advent Assemblies were done in parallel with our 
Advent reflection series for the church. The advantage 

of the video format during the lockdown period is that 
now most of the parents can put a face to the name 

and I am regularly greeted now by people I don’t 
recognise at all! 

 

 In December I was able to return to the school to do 

RME for Advent and did three Godly Play lessons each 
with P1a, P1b, & P6. To prepare for these lessons, I 

needed to make individual reflection material packs for 
each class as a pandemic-era classroom cannot share 

materials between classes! 
 

 All of the children in the school received either an 
Advent Sticker Calendar or Christmas windows activity 

pack from the church sponsored by donations from the 
congregation. Thank you! 

 

 Because of Covid-19 restrictions limiting the adults in 
schools, I chose to focus on our parish primary school 

and thus a shortcoming of this year has been that I did 
not spend very much time in the high school in 2020; 

although, I have been in touch with the school and they 
are keen to keep a relationship going as we continue to 

navigate this world we now live in. 
 
 
 

Midweek Groups 
 

Lighthouse Learners 
 

Lighthouse Learners began the year with our 20 strong 
roll, with a regular attendance of about 12-14 each week. 
We met on Wednesdays at lunch time in school straight 

up until schools closed. We then moved online to a 

virtual gathering which included our One Big Story 
Curriculum. We had 2-6 children join us each week, as 

well as guinea pigs and dogs! In September, in line with 
schools and youth work guidance, Lighthouse Learners 

was moved to the church garden and hall where we 
met in person with 2-8 children until the school 

holidays. Highlights include filming the November 
‘Light’ assembly and creating Advent Candles. We 

were privileged to have two teens completing their 
Duke of Edinburgh hours with us. As we entered 2021, 

through input from parents and children, we have gone 
for a ‘lighthouse learners by post’ format! 

Trinity Academy SU (now Creative Tuesdays) 
 

This group for seniors met in school with Peter and I 

until lockdown and although we initially moved virtual, 
when schools caught up in their virtual platform use, 
this fell a bit flat with the general feeling of ‘not 

another online meeting’! We have re-invented the 
group in the 2020-2021 school year as Creative 

Tuesdays, which met in the church hall, with all those 
in secondary required to maintain social distance! 

Milena Banaszkiewicz and I joined in with the teens as 
we tried some interesting socially distant games and 

crafted along to Bible passages and reflections. This 
group has also moved to a ‘by post’ format for now! 
 

Children, Youth and Families 

I hope this year’s report is a blessing to you all. 2020 became a year of continuous surprises. As a 

children’s and youth ministry team we were grown and stretched in how we ‘do church’ and 
‘community’ during the various stages of the Covid-19 Pandemic. It has been a season of sandcastles - 

beautiful short-term initiatives and toolbox filling. We may not be able to use that new way of doing and 
being that we have learned just now, but now we have learned it, we know it is possible!  
 

A special thank you in 2020 to the Newhaven Church Kirk Session who trusted us to run with some 

innovative ideas; our teams who did not shy away from new ways of doing and thinking, and have been 
superb; and our families for your encouragement and willingness to join in and be a part of it all.  
 

I hope, although a bit long, you find this report energising and uplifting.  
 

Cassie Abousamak 
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Sundays 
 

Our groups have gone through many different forms this 
year. Our priority as a team has been to support our 

families where they are and so one of our first priorities 
going into lock down was to make sure we knew who 
our families were AND that each family had at least one 

member of the team checking in with them each week 
offering encouragement and support. Some of our 

children were keen to be involved in supporting our 
church and their communities in this time - making 

bracelets, colouring post cards, and one young person 
did pastoral rounds, making friends with one district, 

instead of his expected Duke of Edinburgh experience 
making teas and coffees! Many walks, garden visits, and 

chats have been had this year that have enriched the 
experience of what it means to be a part of our 

community. 
 

Youth 
 

Sunday Youth has had its ups and downs in 2020. Our 

young people have had quite a lot on their plates to 
adjust to and I have been proud of them in the 

perseverance they have shown. Brian and I have kept 
adapting with the times. A few highlights include -  
 

 Geocaching for our last Pizza and Pudding Social in 

March 2020. 
 

 For Lent several of our young people committed to 

personal Bible devotion each day. Four chose to 
continue to receive Bible notes to do independently.  

 

 Instead of the usual prize giving book, our young 

people chose from a selection of items they would 
like and we were able to hand deliver goodies!  

 

 One to one walks, ice-creams, hot chocolates, and 
celebrations. Where one or two are gathered in His 

name, he is there, even in these wee moments! 
 

 We are currently working through Martin Saunders 
The Beautiful Disciplines. We started in the church 

garden with space heaters and hot chocolates; came 
inside in the brrr of December; and are now on 

Zoom.  
 

 The annual youth-run Bake Off took the form of a 
cookbook in 2020. Copies can be posted for a £5 

donation to Tearfund. 
 

Lighthouse  
 

Lighthouse has probably experienced the biggest amount 

of change throughout 2020 and the children, families, and 
team have been fantastic adventurers! Our team this year 

are, Richie Biggers, Christine Hodge, John Hodge, Verity 
MacNeil, Lynn MacNeil, Liz Thomson and Cassie 

Abousamak. We have following the Lectionary Year, by 
and large, using a mix of resources. 
 

The year began as usual with the children meeting 
weekly, except for all-age worship, using the Mosaic 

Curriculum. Lighthouse re-joined the congregation for 
communion on the last Sunday of the month.   
 

From the end of March until May we produced 

‘Lighthouse For All’ videos twice a week that contained 
myself, Christine, or Peter telling a Bible story or passage 

and giving a reflection for not only the children, but 

anyone else who may wish to join in! I was grateful that 
they were watched, BUT never went viral! 
 

As Scotland began to open up and the weather became 
glorious, there was initial interest, in discussion with 
parents, to try miniature Garden Groups using the 

materials used by Jesus Without Language, the 
Reflectionary, and then later Together at Home 

resources - all created with home worship in mind and 
have been a blessing this year. This proved logistically 

challenging and so we resolved to reconvene in person 
in August when allowed! 
 

We then moved into a season we called Lighthouse in 

the Park from August until the October holiday, hosted 
through the generosity of those responsible for Park 

Road Park. We learned what it would be like to 
worship, socially distant, yet present together, with our 

families outside. All families with those in Little Lights 
and Lighthouse were invited to join in and we had six to 

nine families every week. One particularly exciting 
activity included picking brambles to use the juice as 

paint to make an image of Moses and the Israelites 
crossing the Red Sea! 

When Edinburgh entered level 3 restrictions, we were 
required to move back to the church, with a children-

only approach. We were blessed to be able to do this 
during the 10:30am service both in the garden and in 

the Lighthouse Room. Due to the nature of 
restrictions, we could only have four households of 

children with us at a time, but we made it work!  
 

Lighthouse families, in addition to schools and Little 
Lights received the Godventure Advent Sticker 

Calendar through the generosity of donations from the 
congregation. Thank you! 
 

In the New Year, back in full lock down, we agreed to 

give virtual Sunday School on zoom a go. It has been a 
fun and creative time with participants well outside of 

Edinburgh! 
 

Little Lights  
 

Jeanette brings us the following reflection on Little 
Lights for 2020 -  
 

“It goes without saying that 2020 has been a strange 

and difficult year for us all, especially the children.  
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There are six children on the Little Lights register -  

however when we last met together there were 
sometimes only between 1- 3 in attendance per week. 
 

At the beginning of January, we prepared and planned to 
learn about the Fruits of the Spirit - unfortunately during 
the short number of weeks we had together we only 

managed to talk about God’s Love, Joy and Kindness. The 
good news is we are already prepared with a lesson for 

the next time we meet! 
 

Our team are Janis Merry, Gillian Charles, Linda Brunton-
Bruce, Irene Sutherland, and Kirsty Milligan, who I am sure 

like myself are looking forward to the time we can get 
back to meeting and having fun with the children. 

Unfortunately, Jacqui Bain has decided to retire from her 
role in Little Lights, although we do understand she will be 

greatly missed. Jacqui has been involved with children’s 
ministry in Newhaven Church for many, many years - 

more than I am sure she cares to remember! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of us all in 
thanking Jacqui for her commitment, love, and care that 

she has shown to the children and the work of Newhaven 
Church. We wish God’s blessing upon her. 
 

The children were given their books as usual albeit by the 

postman. Advent Calendars and Christmas cards were also 
sent by Royal Mail. 
 

We look forward to being together again in the not-so-
distant future.” 
 

Messy Church - a fresh expression of worship  
 

Messy Church was a new adventure started in September 

2019 as a monthly form of all-age worship centred on 
hospitality, creativity, and celebration. The aim was that 

Messy Church would be an intersection of many different 
ministries and a place to invite those who perhaps weren’t 

keen on traditional church or for whom Sunday didn’t suit 
for worship. Starting up Messy Church was the 

culmination of many conversations with families, trying it 
on for size at activity days, and prayer.  
 

The team this year has included 19 different people, of 
varying ages, at various points! Thank you all!   
 

In 2020 we managed 10 Messy Church worship together, 

with our in-person gatherings having the largest face to 
face numbers, although it is uncertain how many additional 

families joined in with the at-home resources we made 
available. We worshipped online 3 times; in the park 2 

times, and in person 5 times this year (albeit socially 

distant and masked up in the last 3 times!). The 
organising required has moved and ebbed with the 

changing restrictions and sector guidance policies for 
worship. Some of our ideas have been considered 

creative and innovative enough to be shared by Messy 
Church internationally! 
 

 
Greater Leith Youth Project 
 

We were able to run Leith Churches Holiday Club in 
virtual format this year with 9 team members: 4 adults 

and 5 young people. We had 24 households participate 
with us, with 19 joining in our online gatherings each 

day. As things were a bit more open in the summer 
we were able to deliver a bag of all of the week’s 

materials; healthy lunch parcels for any family who 
would like; and orchestrate a cake drop-off surprise at 

the end of the week for our celebration where team 
members who were less virtually inclined made 

wonderful cakes! There was a lot of video recording 
and editing, detailed bag packing, and hand sanitiser 

involved! We were also able to send home the 
Scottish Bible Society’s Christmas Windows 
Resources, a high-quality resource they offered for 

free, with the holiday club account providing postage! 
 

Wider Community Events 
 

2020 has been a challenging year for engaging with the 

wider community in some ways. However, our very 
public presence online and through the school 

assemblies has allowed us to remain very much 
connected. The way we have usually done this - very 

large gatherings of shared fun and messy madness - is 
so 2019 and does not seem to be on its way back any 
time soon. So, what did we do? Well, I would go amiss 

without thanking those who participated in 2020 
Inflatables Day on the 14th March, the last event in the 

church before lockdown. There was a significant 
amount of Dettol used and careful orchestration of 

groups coming and going to make the event safe. 
 

Christine Hodge, soon joined by her friend Ben (an 
alias of the Session Clerk), have been a long stay of 

our pandemic adaptations, bringing nursery rhymes, 
songs, and Bible stories to our Toddlers and wider 



 11 

 

 
community on Facebook every week. These are watched 

by an international audience some weeks! I am proud of 
the progress the Toddlers teams have made in meeting in 

small support groups just before this most recent 
lockdown! 
 

We were able to engage families in our prayer gate for 

Back to School with God, asking families to tie ribbons 
representing different prayers based on the colours of 

the rainbow to the church gate as they passed. We were 
also able to include many families in our candle lighting 

service by video.   
 

An army of knitters created 46 beautiful knitted and 
crocheted sheep for our P1s as a gift from the church 

and as part of a re-invention of our Sheep Nativity Trail. 
A group of creative people decorated white stones to 

represent different bits of the Nativity Story. Families 
followed a trail, going sheep to sheep from Basil’s on 

Annfield to Starbank Park to collect their story stones 

and receive their Christmas gift, including a chocolate 
orange each gifted by ASDA’s community fund. We had 

twenty children who joined in. There was great praise 
for the simple activity that got families out and about!  
 

Cassie Abousamak 

Children & Youth Worker 

Newhaven Church Toddler Group  
 

What a change from January 2020 to the end of the year. 

In January we had a lovely group of around 30 each 
week, of mums, dads, grandparents and carers, coming to 

Toddlers with all our big toys and tables set out with the 
farm, the kitchen the train set etc. There was snack time 

and song time. Liz Thomson had joined us on our rota of 
helpers which was wonderful but then Retta suddenly 

became ill and, after a short period of time in hospital 
and palliative care with her daughter Fiona in Stirling, she 

very sadly died.  
 

Retta was one of the founders of our Toddler group 

and we have to thank her and her helpers for the set up 
and programme we still use today. We will miss her 

contribution to song time, her lovely cakes at the 
parties and her cheery chat and friendliness every 

month when she came along to help at Toddlers.  
 

Then the pandemic started in March and Toddlers 
stopped so suddenly.  
 

I discovered a toddler group were recording songs for 
their group but their words and songs were different to 
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the ones we sang so with much embarrassment I started 

to record songs on my guitar and discovered the 
toddlers liked them!! It was certainly not professional! 

But neither was my song time at the end of Toddlers! 
 

After a few weeks - not sure how long - John joined in, 
working Ben (my puppet), as I played the guitar. He will 

tell you that it is quite challenging as he can’t see in front 

of him as he is generally hiding behind me (though 
occasionally you will see him!). But Ben soon became 
very popular, and was clearly going to be part of our 

team.  
 

I must thank Cassie for putting the songs on Facebook 

and the church website, as we certainly couldn’t have 
done it without her. We then started the Bible stories 
once a fortnight with John filming. We got quite 

adventurous with Ben up a tree as Zacchaeus and also 
sailing a boat up Glen Lyon for the story of Jesus calming 

the storm!      
 

It was lovely to be able 

to finally open up Mini 
Toddlers at the 
beginning of 

November. Under 
strict guidelines for 

cleaning and ventilation 
we were allowed 5 

adults as well as our 
babies and toddlers so 

had 4 families for 3 x 
one hour sessions with 

time in between to 
clean. We now only 

had about 20 plus 
families left as many children had started nursery, but 

several families contacted us, desperate to come along - 
2 sets of twins and other one-year-old wee ones who 

had hardly mixed with other toddlers during the 
lockdown. They were happy times and it was great to be 
able to get to know the families better as there were so 

few of them. Eventually we worked out a rota so each of 
the 22 families came once a fortnight. However, even 

that ended on 19th December.  
 

As we never got a chance to bid farewell to all the 
children who had left Toddlers for nursery etc. we 

decided to give a Christmas story book to all those on 
our register in March plus the new ones who had joined 

us. These were delivered and very much appreciated.  

We very much look forward to starting up Toddlers 

again once it is safe. We have learnt so much this year 
and thank God for keeping all our families and helpers 

safe.  
Christine Hodge  

 
Chatterboxes 
 

Lynn and I started off the year 

with four P7 girls and another 
four children from P5 & P6. 

We were using the “One Big 
Story” material written by SU 
Edinburgh which was fantastic, 

with games, crafts and Bible 
stories to explore showing 

how the Bible is one big story. 
We had very happy times in a classroom provided by 

the school which was great.  
 

Due to the pandemic, Chatterboxes finished quite 
suddenly at the beginning of March but we were able to 

visit the classes and hand out a card, story book and 
Easter egg to our children.  
 

After the Easter 

holidays, when it was 
obvious lockdown was 

going to last, we decided 
to start “Chatterboxes 

at Home”. We used the 
diary of a disciple which 

is especially written for 
this age group - a 

contemporary retelling 
of Luke’s gospel. We 

contacted the parents to 
ask permission to send this to the children and thus 

started the fortnightly delivery of an envelope 
containing a sheet for each week and a craft for the 

children to do. Lynn and I took it in turns to write the 
material and then met weekly ourselves over zoom to 
read the week’s lesson and pray for the children. We 

managed to cover 12 chapters, reading half a chapter 
each week.    
 

We didn’t really know what reception the material got 
but trusted God that He would use it. Certainly several 
children said how much they looked forward to 

receiving it and some parents thanked us for supporting 
their children through lock down. 
 

Our highlight was our Christmas event, which we 
managed to have one Saturday afternoon at the 
beginning of December, when all the children, including 

the four who had gone up to high school, met in our 
church hall for some socially distanced games, crafts and 

lots of fun, ending with a time thinking of the Christmas 
story.    
 

It is great to know that it is God, not us, who speaks to 
the hearts of these children and we are glad to be able 
to entrust them to Him.   
 

Christine Hodge and  

Lynn MacNeill 

 

https://newhavenchurch.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/chatterboxes.jpg
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Newhaven Connections Café  
overcome many obstacles; their contribution to the 

Café’s ministry has been immense and I felt it only right 
they should contribute to the annual report too.  
 

So I asked some of the team to share their thoughts and 

reflections about their experience as Café volunteers: 
 

  I’ve been given real purpose and opportunities. It’s 

 my happy place! 
 

 The re-opening of the Café was a great boost and 

 gave us just a little feeling of normalcy again 
 

 There is a great atmosphere in the Café which 

 actually makes it a joy to volunteer. When we’re 

 closed I miss the welcome when I walk through the 

 door to start my “shift” 
 

 The Café gives me the opportunity to support the 

 work of my church in a way I enjoy and learn new 

 things into the bargain 
 

 A place of warmth where people are cared for, can 

 feel safe, welcomed and loved, whilst enjoying good 

 food at a reasonable cost 
 

 In the short time I have worked in the Café I’ve 

 found genuine love, interest in me as a person and 

 concern for my well being. I look forward to my shifts 

 and always feel the better for having been there 
 

 I enjoy the camaraderie and the chance to interact 

 face to face with both friends and strangers 
 

 An opportunity to serve our community, to get to 

 know our customers & to work in a happy, caring 

 team and have lots of laughs. I like learning new 

 things; it's all so rewarding even when it's hectic! 
 

This is just a small selection of our volunteers’ comments, 
and I think you’ll agree their energy, passion and love 

shines through. It’s a privilege to work with them to 
serve our community together, and Andrea and I look 

forward to opening the doors again just as soon as we 
are able to do so safely. As always, thank you for your 
ongoing prayers and support. 

 

Sandra Lindsay 
Manager  

Newhaven Connections Café  

The Newhaven Connections year started with a busy 

programme of events, celebrating Burns Day, the Café’s 
13th birthday, Valentines Day and Shrove Tuesday, all 

with special themed menus. Then just as we were 
planning what treats to make for Mother’s Day we had to 

close the doors on March 21st in line with COVID-19 
regulations. Shutting down so suddenly meant we had 

surplus fresh food supplies and, thanks to help from 
some volunteers, we were able to give these away to a 

number of vulnerable church members and other folk in 
the community. As the lockdown period lengthened, 

other food items which we wouldn’t be able to use up 
were donated to local foodbanks too.  

 

During the closure our team 
kept in touch with occasional 

Zoom calls and email updates. 
However it’s fair to say none of 

us expected it would be a full 6 
months before we could open 

the Café again. I have to confess 
as we spent many hours 

working on the preparations for 
reopening in mid-September I 

sometimes wondered if any 
customers would return to us at 

all after such a long absence! 
 

Thankfully the Café was soon buzzing and we all quickly 

got used to social distancing arrangements and new ways 
of doing things. It was a real joy to see many of our 

regular guests returning, and great to also welcome new 
customers who had discovered the Café for the first time 

during lockdown. Customers frequently told us how 
delighted they were to be at the Café again … many said 

they felt safe, and welcomed, and that the Café was a real 
lifeline, providing a welcoming place to meet friends and 

family and helping to combat social isolation. 
 

We were blessed to welcome several new volunteers to 

the team when we reopened, filling gaps left by folk who 
were unable to return in current circumstances. It’s been 

challenging for us all working under lots of restrictions 
and the new processes needed to keep everyone safe, 

and our volunteers have done a remarkable job to make 
things run smoothly. This year of all years they’ve 
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Pennies for Timothy  

Unfortunately, there is not a lot to report for the 

period from January to March 2020. Since then, we 
have been ultra cautious, for obvious reasons, and, I 

am pleased to report that our members appear to 
have weathered the epidemic well. They are currently 

receiving their first vaccinations. 
 

Our members were also delighted to receive their box 
of biscuits at Christmas as well as a lovely card from 

the children of Victoria school. 
 

Hopefully, we might be able to start up again soon. 
 

Elizabeth Munro 

The Haven Newhaven Running 

An update was received in a letter, dated 16 December 

2020, from Avé Teresinha Norton, Child Sponsorship 
Secretary to Siloam Christian Ministries which liaises 

with Blessed Generation Children’s Center, Kenya, 
where Timothy goes to school ... 
 

… the Covid-19 arrived in early March in Kenya but this 

year Kenya was first invaded by Locusts which swept the 

country. The crops were devastated and the people who 

lived in the rural areas were unable to buy food items and 

the farmers lost most vegetables that they had planted. 

The food costs increased drastically and many folk were 

unable to buy food because they could not afford it. 
 

When the Covid-19 virus attacked Kenya in early March, 

the Kenyan Government asked all the schools and the 

hostels to send the children immediately back to their 

parents, relatives or guardians. Blessed Generation 

immediately made all efforts to send the children in their 

care back to their families. ... 
 

As these children come from very poor backgrounds, there 

is no way for the children to have online schooling. The 

government requested the teachers to send homework for 

the children and this was carried out by the teachers. 
 

Since the Lockdown in Kenya in early March, Blessed 

Generation started to help the children and their relatives 

who could be visited by the staff by providing food 

hampers twice a month. This way the children and their 

families could have enough food to survive while they were 

in Lockdown. …  

N e w h a v e n 

Running Club 
has kept on 

running over the 
past year in 

various guises, 
depending on 

g o v e r n m e n t 
guidance. At the 

moment we can 
only go out for walks or runs in twos, and a number of 

folk have been sidelined with injuries, so there is no 
annual report of PB times or medals won, however we 

continue to run when we can, have fun, and eat cake. In 
fact we are attempting to bake ‘Sandra’s Jaffa Cake’ 

Cake in celebration of the time when we can meet again 
as a team. (We’re expecting all members to rise to this 
challenge!) 
 

Anyone interested in joining the merry band please 
email Jen Robertson - jenster27@hotmail.co.uk 

For the children who are far and couldn’t be reached by 

BG staff [money is sent] on a monthly basis for their 

upkeep. … 
 

Blessed Generation and Siloam are very grateful for your 

faithful support 

over the years in 

the sponsorship 

programme which 

makes a real 

difference in your 

sponsored child’s 

life. 
 

Blessed Generation 

has advised that all 

the students are 

expected to return 

to school in January 

2021 depending on 

Kenyan government 

legislation. 
 

Timothy also sent a note. He is doing well in his 

lessons and has neat handwriting. He wrote: I thank 

you for support and may God bless you. 
 

Please keep saving your small change and give this and 
any other donations to Jackie Souness. Thank you! 

 

Jackie Souness 
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Kampi  
Kampi ya Samaki Child Care Centre – caring for 

disabled children in rural Kenya 
 

2020 was a difficult year for the Child Care Centre at 

Kampi. Just north of the equator near the top of Kenya's 
Great Rift Valley it is a world away from Scotland but, 

just like almost everywhere else on the planet, the 
village of Kampi and its Child Care Centre was affected 

by the global COVID-19 pandemic. In Spring 2020 it had 
to send all the children home as schools, colleges, 

churches and mosques in Kenya were forced to close 
their doors. The Centre managed to stay in touch with 

the disabled children as best it could and provide 
support to them in their homes and other villages. 
 

In May the Centre suffered the tragic death of Daniel 

Kangogo. Having been a child at the centre himself, he 
had for many years made shoes, boots and other 

equipment for the disabled children at the Centre. He 
left a wife and five young children. 
 

Most of you will know that Kampi is on the edge of Lake 

Baringo, a large freshwater lake that provides much 
fishing for the local people. You will also know that for 

the last ten years the lakewater has risen and for much 
of that time, the original Child Care Centre buildings 

have been flooded. The Centre had, in 2013 or so, 
relocated to the grounds of the primary school, higher 

up in the village. In 2020 the lakewaters rose to their 
highest ever, submerging the original Centre buildings 
almost completely, but also reaching the village church 

and rendering it unusable. Nobody knows why the 
lakewater is rising, but it is clear that it poses a huge 

threat to the lives of all those who live around its 
shores.  
 

 

On top of these matters, there was an investigation into 
fraud at Kampi's associated child care centre at Kajiado. 

Many in Newhaven will remember that Georgie Orme 
started her work with disabled children in Kenya in 

Kajiado and it was from there, much later, that she then 
went to help establish the Child Care Centre at Kampi.  

Kajiado is a much larger centre and receives a lot of 
independent financial support. The funds raised by 
Newhaven Church have always been channelled through 

Kampi Disabled Children's Trust and this only supports 
Kampi, not Kajiado. Nonetheless, there is much 

connection between the two Centres and support from 
Kajiado to Kampi. Although the work at Kampi has not 

been directly affected, the trustees of Kampi Disabled 
Children's Trust (being Colin MacNeill, Rosemary 

Gilmore and Stephen Gilmore) have suspended 
payments to Kampi until they are able to be assured of a 

safe route to send funds and they hope to be able to 
resume payments soon. 
 

In light of these challenges for Kampi Child Care Centre, 

it is with much joy and thankfulness that the Newhaven 
congregation was able to meet in November for a 

Zeilidh (ceilidh over Zoom) to raise funds for Kampi. 
Yet again, the generosity of Newhaven Church is heart 

warming and we were able to raise record sums from 
the Zeilidh itself. I want to thank the congregation and 

its many friends who contributed to Kampi for being 
able to look beyond the challenges they will all have 

been facing personally, and continue to help disabled 
children find support, schooling and love in a small rural 
part of Kenya. 
 

Colin MacNeill 
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 Like almost everything else last year Presbytery meetings 

were very different from normal, apart from the February 
one, pre-Covid. The others were conducted on Zoom. 

The person who had the unenviable task of moderating 
meetings of around two hundred participants in this 

virtual manner was Richard Frazer, the minister of 
Greyfriars Kirk. He did this with admirable grace, 

courtesy and humour and his opening devotions were 
very special. 
 

I was able to be present at five of the six meetings in 
2020. I missed interacting with people from other 

churches and felt more like a spectator than a participant. 
True, I could vote, or ask a question if I wished, but I had 

no idea who was present apart from those who spoke, 
whose pictures appeared on the screen. But I know it was 

the only way to get Presbytery business done in the 
current pandemic and the behind-the-scenes organisation 

required to put the meetings together was impressive. 
 

I think it would be fair to say that Presbytery last year was 
dominated by preparations for the new ten-year 

Presbytery Plan, to be ushered in in 2022. Integral to this 
new plan is the fact that there will be a considerable 
decrease in the number of ministers in the future though 

not necessarily the same reduction in the number of 
congregations. As part of this process, “cluster groups”, 

i.e. groupings of neighbouring churches, have been set up 
with the remit of exploring what the church in their area 

must look like to fulfil its mission imperative: proclaiming 
the gospel, making disciples, witnessing to the Kingdom, 

being the Body of Christ. You might be aware that our 
cluster group, comprising Inverleith St. Serf’s, Wardie and 

ourselves, has already met twice. These meetings have 
been very friendly and enjoyable and already we have 

learned a lot about our neighbouring congregations. We 
meet for the third time at the end of February. 
 

A significant decision that was made at the most recent 
meeting of Presbytery, in December, was to suspend the 

Presbytery Report  
current Presbytery Plan. This simplifies the business of 

dealing with new congregational vacancies unhindered by 
the strictures of such an overarching plan.  
 

At this point I should point out that a key member of the 

body that has the responsibility for assisting congregations 
without a minister, the Deployment of Resources 

Committee, is our own Hugh McDiarmid. Hugh was 
appointed its Vice Convener last year, and is kept very 

busy with his new duties. We should remember him in 
this demanding role. 
 

I have highlighted the internal changes that are underway 

in Edinburgh Presbytery. Externally too, change is afoot. 
Discussions have been taking place with the Presbytery of 

West Lothian with a view to a merger. This has been 
agreed and will take place in 2021. There have also been 

talks with the Presbyteries of Lothian and the Borders 
with a similar aim. This is all in line with the Church of 

Scotland’s stated intention to reduce the number of 
Presbyteries in Scotland from 48 to 12.  
 

So it is an eventful time to be a Presbytery Elder! Please 
do ask me if you have questions about anything connected 

to Presbytery. I will do my best to answer, or if I can’t, 
find out for you. 
 

Heather Robertson 

Presbytery Elder 
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The Boys’ Brigade 
The 20th Leith Boys Brigade has been significantly 

disrupted by the coronavirus restrictions. We met as 
usual for the first couple of months of 2020 but had to 

suspend our session after Friday 13 March. That night was 
further marred by the theft of my rucksack from the 

canteen area while classes were going on elsewhere. The 
rucksack contained my laptop and the company's petty 

cash (which fortunately was a relatively small amount) and 
accounts information. 
 

Our Anchorboy (P1-P3) and Junior (P4-P6) sections were 

able to start meeting again on a combined basis from late 
September, first in the Park Road park and then at Pollok 

Pavilion, the BB premises at Lethem Park. The younger 
boys were able to meet indoors at Pollok as it is not 

subject to additional presbytery approvals, and they were 
not subject to social distancing indoors. They were able to 

meet there on Fridays up until December. Numbers in 
those sections have been fairly stable and there has been 

interest from a few boys of Anchorboy age about joining. 
 

The Company section (P7-S6) has been subject to more 
restrictions on in-person activity, and we required 

presbytery approval to use the church. We only managed 
one Zoom meeting in September and, once presbytery 

approval had been obtained, one in-person meeting at the 
Church in December before in-person activity was shut 

down again. The boys did not really enjoy the Zoom 
session, with feedback that they are fed up doing things 
that way, so we are not proposing to repeat that as we 

suspect that it will make boys more likely to leave than if 
we do nothing at all. However, it remains to be seen how 

many of the boys will return when we are able to resume 
in-person activities. One of the Company section boys has 

already left. The disruption has seriously hampered the 
progress our senior boys would otherwise have made 

towards their Queens Badges and it is now unlikely that 
our two S6 boys will achieve those. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Our staffing position remains extremely fragile. Andrew 

Gillies and Kieran Hudson lead the Anchorboys and 
Juniors (though Kieran is only able to be present for 

perhaps 2 out every 3 Fridays due to family and work 
commitments), with help from Jack Liddall and Cassie. 

Neil Bain and Keith Robertson continue to assist me in 
the Company section, though that is largely theoretical at 

the moment. Any resignations would jeopardise the 
company's continuation, and it is very possible that not 

all the staff will return when sessions can return to 
normal.  
 

We were fortunate to be in a strong financial position 

prior to being shut down, having maintained a healthy 
reserve for the last several years. That is particularly 

fortunate as Edinburgh & Leith Battalion and Boys 
Brigade UK HQ have continued to insist on companies 
making the usual contributions to central costs despite 

companies (including us) obviously losing most of their 
regular income from annual or weekly subs. We were 

not able to have our usual coffee morning in May, but 
Heather Robertson's plant sales still brought in almost 

£500. We are incredibly grateful to Heather and to 
everyone who bought plants from her. It seems unlikely 

that we will be able to have a coffee morning this year 
either. Our reserves should be sufficient to survive that, 

but if the central bodies do not make allowances next 
year then our financial position could become relatively 

precarious. 
 

Charles Livingstone 

Captain 
20th Leith 
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Serving Christ, each other,  

and the community. 

 

www.n-c.org.uk 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading  
 

the 2020 Annual Report 

 
Annual Stated Meeting:- 

 

The Kirk Session are keen to have a congregational meeting 

whenever we can safely hold one.  
 

However, that may be some time and so a Zoom meeting  

has been organised for  
 

Monday 15th March at 7.30pm 
 

The link will be published in the weekly update nearer the time.  
 

The treasurer and finance convener will explain the accounts 

and financial position of the church  

and there will be an opportunity for questions and discussion.  
 

Do join us for this.  


